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ACCOUNTS OF THE COMMISSIONERS 


SEVENTH REPORT. 


REPORT of the Comptroller and Auditor General upon the Account 
of the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, from 1st 
January to 31st December 1874 ; prepared and submitted to Parliament in 
pursuance of the 37th Section of the Act 32 & 33 Viet. e. <12. 


In presenting to Parliament my Report on the Account of the Irish Church Tempo 
ralities Commissioners for the year ending on the Sint December 1874, 1 have to observe 
that some portions of the examination of the receipt side have not been completed -is the 
short lapse of time between the delivery of the documents which form the /Treater nart 
thereof, and that fixed by Parliament for the presentation of my Report, rendered it im ' 
possible to finish it. The progress made, however, is very considerable, and the result of 
the examination thus far leaves no reason for doubting its substantial accuracy 


It will be seen on reference to my Report, on' the Account Im- 
balance on the 31st December, for that year, was increased by the 
surcharges of short credits, and disallowances of over-payments. 


1373, that the cash 
addition of certain 


These surcharges and disallowances amount to - 


.£. *. d. 
40 17 {) 


During the Year Surcharges have been adjusted 
amounting to ______ 


Leaving 


- £. 37 - 


}> 


unadjusted. 


Appendix, No. 1. 


See Section 1C. 


Commutation of Life Anatom of Clerks unci Sextons, i;c. 


l laTi ¥ the Commutation of Annuities of 

certain clerks and sextons, who for periods, varying from four l.. u- i j 

ceased to draw their annuities, the attention of the Commissioners was calic^to the 
circumstance, and a correspondence ensued, wind, will l,c found in thc™pcndix. 


I have been unable to pass these 
by the Commissioners, as it seems 
of their annuities must have been n 
relinquished them, had they, in the 
“their office.” 


payments, without notice, on the explanation given 
hardly probable that persons, to whom the payment 
i matter of scrums importance, would have willingly 
words of the Act, continued “ l.o perform the duties of 


Expense.? attendant on the Sale of Property . 

1 shall afterwards have occasion to refer to the question of those costs. 

to tS ShoSTadIdTn 4 * 0 the 31stof ' December 1874 is stated to bo 112, 7741. 10s. 2 d 
1874, £d io ^ 

311. Os. 9 cl. S d over P a ymcnts previously alluded to, amounting to 
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Observations on the. Report, and Supplemental Report, of the Irish 
Church Temporalities Commissioners, dated respectively 30th January 
and 3rd April 1875. 

The presentation to Parliament by the Irish Church Commissioners of two Reports of 
their proceedings, with the sanction of the Treasury, calls for notice, inasmuch as advan- 
tage has been taken of such sanction to reply to what I regret to perceive the Commis- 
sioners deem to be “ charges” made against them by the Comptroller and Auditor General, 

In the first place, I would point, out the great public, inconvenience that would arise if 
the permission granted to the Commissioners wore to lm held as a precedent, upon which 
other Public Accountants might claim the privilege of animadverting upon the reports 
of the Head of this Department, made in the unavoidable and conscientious discharge of 
his statutory functions. 

His duties, it need not. he said, are already sufficiently onerous and invidious, and his 
position would become wcllnigh intolerable, if the further husk wore forced upon him of 
engaging in controversial written discussions with Public Accountants, who believe that 
they have more or less reason to he dissatisfied with his criticisms upon their financial 
transactions. 

There seems the less need for departing from the established law and practice constituting 
the Comptroller and Auditor General the sole reporter to Parliament, in matters of 
account, because the House of Commons lias provided, by the appointment of the Public 
Accounts Committee, a tribunal for disposing of all differences of opinion between this and 
the other Departments of the State with reference to the public expenditure. Every 
Public Accountant, therefore, who has any just grievance, may look with confidence to his 
exoneration by a higher authority than that by which his financial acta arc called in question. 

The Act “ to put an end to the establishment of the Church of Ireland, and to make 
“ provision in respect of the Temporalities thereof,” nominated, by the 3rd Section, three 
Commissioners, who should hold their offices “ during Iler Majesty’s pleasure.” As 
pointed out. in my previous Reports, by the 7 th Section the Commissioners were 
invested with plenary powers to decide all questions whether of “ law or fact,” with the 
object, no doubt, of preventing litigation. 

The Act at the same time (by the 37th Section) required the Comptroller and Auditor 
General alone to report upon the Accounts of the Commissioners, ami in carrying out this 
duty he is specially directed to do so “ with reference to the provisions of this Act, and in 
“ conformity with the powers and regulations prescribed in the Exchequer and Audit 
“ Departments Act, 1866, for the rendering and auditing of Appropriation Accounts.” 

II there is an apparent inconsistency in the powers thus conferred upon the Commis- 
sioners on the one hand, and upon the Comptroller and Auditor General on the other, 
it is one, which I am not bound to reconcile. If, however, I may venture to express an 
opinion, it was the seeming intention of the Legislature, in conferring the powers 
vested in the latter, to obtain some independent information as to whether the provisions 
of the Act were properly carried into effect, as any failure of duty was sufficiently met 
by the provisions of the 3rd Section above referred to. 

In acquitting myself of the task confided to me, I can fearlessly assert, that I have 
beeD animated by every fair consideration for tin: novel and difficult circumstances 
in which the Commissioners were placed in carrying out a most important duly. It is, 
therefore, matter of sincere regret to mo to observe that they have regarded in the light of 
personal “charges,” observations which, though tending to show that differences of opinion 
existed, were always made by me, as I believe, with becoming diffidence, knowing that, 
while, the Commission had the advantage of the experience of an eminent. Judge, the 
function of my Department had been to deal rather with financial matters than with 
questions of law. 

Powers of the. Commissioners. 

In adverting t,o their judicial powers the Commissioners observe “ from this statement Page 12 . 

« ^ jP£ enr8 obvious that in all cases where the Commissioners are directed to ascertain 
“ and by order declare what shall ho paid, their decision stood for the purposes of 
“ Appropriation Audit in the place of specific appropriations by Parliament, contemplated 
“ by the Exchequer and Audit Act, and that the Comptroller and Auditor General had 
“ no more right in making his audit to question the validity of the decision of the Cora- 
“ missionera as to the amount to be paid than he had to question the specific sum voted 
“ by Parliament.” 

Upon this I have to reply, that there is in truth no real analogy between the two cases. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General is the servant of Parliament, and is therefore 
bound to accept the decisions of the supreme authority, from which ho receives his direc- 
tions, as conclusive. On the other hand, the decisions of the Commissioners, though made 
final, are, by the same authority, and for its information, subjected as to their results to the 
scrutiny and criticism of the Comptroller and Auditor General ; and the Commissioners 
have no more right to question the exercise of the power thus conferred than they have 
to question the right of Parliament to confer it. 

Supposing, for example, that in effecting the settlement with the College of Maynooth, 
it had been found, on investigation, that the compensation in its result showed that 16 
times the amount of the Parliamentary Grant had been given, instead of 14 times, as 32 & 33 Viet. c. 42, 
directed by the Act, will it be seriously contended that, because the decision of the 3 ‘ 40 - 

2 5 2 - A 2 Commissioners 
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Commissioners’ 
port, p. 15. 


, Page 4. 


Commissioners was final and irreversible, the Comptroller anil Anditor General was 
therefore bound, instead of bringing tlie fact nndor the notice of Parliament, to confine the 
knowledge of it to lumsclf ? lue 

T *L e Commissioners found largely on their judicial decisions ns warranting their declinature 
to afford information or enter upon discussions which might involve the inference that the 
Re- Comptroller and Auditor General “had power to reverse them.” Such a power m 
neither lias claimed nor could claim, as has been repeatedly admitted in my lier.orts 
hut the irreversibility of their decisions does not exempt the financial transactions of the 
Commissioners from investigation and comment by this Department 
If the rally or chief duty of the heed of this Deportment wiih the mure verification of 
figures, there would be no need of on Officer of his high official standing. Ilia f, motion, 
which the Commissioners inadequately appreciate, are more or less judicial as well « 
ministerial L; he holds office, not during ■pleasure , Imt by the same tenure as the d m Dos • 
and his decisions are only subject to authoritative review l.y the Select Committee 
delegated by the House of Commons to adjudicate upon them- 


Cost of Audit. 

The First Report of the Commissioners commences and concludes with the < mention 
and cost, of Audit. At page 4, the following passive occurs- .1 I 

“letter, dated toe 3rd March 1870, the Comptroller and Auditor Gemini ‘inti, Lie. Urn 
opinion that he ought to be personally remunerated for the additional lalimir am re- 
sponsibility cast on him.” And they then <>-o on to s-iv that • 

“diduet deem it within their proper Lotions to decide tL question, and LTeforo 
referred the whole matter to the Treasury.” 1 wicrciore 

,1 I L by ‘L flrSl tllc r“*e nI,0T0 quoted, it is meant, as seems to ho imnlied 

that the subsequent relations o the Comptroller and Auditor General with the (fi 
sioners were influenced by feelings of personal <liHam>oinhm-nt T f„,.i • V” raw 

that I leave the justice ,4e insimiatiol, thus Ll3 t u^i^tTLLiZ 
had better opportunities of forming an accurate opinion of his oflieial ehanuiter ainlro , net 
The corrcspondenee on the subject of the Audit of the Accounts to which t ». IS , • U ' 

refer, speaks for itself, and I will only add 

Treasury, notwithstanding the fact that the Church Act m-.dc fi„. , „ C , to t lc 

of Audit one exclusively between the Commissioners and the Ccnniitmilnr 0 " a° r ,at 
General, 1 evinced, as I conceive, that I was “3 W , ' ZZ ? A 1 ** 01 ' 

With regard to the cost of thi audit, I ,,,ay i hat 1 ,1 iL l ,ubl “ ■»"*• , 

in my letter of the 12th February 1870, which should he rAd L^ 0 l no l ) ." sltlol f “ liulc 
subsequent letter to the Commissioners of the 3rd of March lie™ a wltl1 “>y 

would have been considerably less, and the anomaly of n „ ° * 1 * 10 ex I ,01uc 

my staff for the performance of a , n ! 0 :' caso *° 

quences, would have been avoided. Y V> ts lqceusiuy financial conse- 

lhcir R ' c l’ ort 8tat0 11101 ‘ho cost of audit to 187-1 had been 
As there are no means in this Deuartmmt Tf . i ■ f *“ COst ,m '' ““ootivencss. 

-oourse'L tenTmlTiL 


“ to the Report of Her “iV 10 “ 

“ Established Church (Iiiand)." In Dr'T 0 ma *r, <* ,* ho 

. Ecclesiastical Commissioners, having stated’ ALwor^Lcj^hat^lipT'o ° n<i ' •' tllc >‘ te 
a daily attendance at their office, remarks (Answer 531 tlLfL mibf ”‘TT ■“ 
office is a very laborious and onerous class of work mlp, , ) vluoh m *, US 

“ Ecclesiastical paid Commissioners who take it vo»r . i y I 1 erlormod by one of the 
“ accounts of the Establishment,” Lthcertttocl 3 ”** ““ Wl, ° lu ° f * Uo 

— rtwts wibHUt 

being in acoo, -dance with authorities and regulation. w„. , f W" 1 , 0111 *’ » 1111 ‘heir 

The portion of a Commissioner's salary which Ls i ^ ‘ c “ l ‘ 111118 »‘0ner. 

audit (bearing in mind that the Irish Church Tom’imralhV. h 7 h> c . ollavged to the cost of 
“ Clab0ral ° !,0d effectlve ”h 1 "‘ y he put do,}., »t 


One-fourth, or 
One clerk at - 
One clerk at - 

Annual cost 


Cost of audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General to- 


aist March 1874 
31st December 1874 


£. 

s. d. 

- 250 

- _ 

- 175 

_ _ 

90 

- - 

- 515 

- - 

5£ years 

2,575 

_ _ 

257 

10 - 

£. 2,832 

10 - 

to — 


£. 

s. d. 

- 6,250 

7 4 

-1,181 

- 3 

£■ 7,431 

7 7 
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It will be obvious that the question whether the charge is excessive or not denoud 
qion the labour requisite for tlio line iiorformnnoo „r this ,w„ . ? n ® 


t.teL£rasirt 

i. ;»m k uaz^TKi^agi3fC m ‘ 

increase ns that on the cost of audit, namely, about 250 pen- coin. 7 ' ° I ’ OT '“ nli, « <i 

It is necessary to add that the actual cost of the audit, which was approved hv the 
Treasury, wa B , at its instance, augmented by a chame of 20 ncreenf ,,,, ! ■ y ,‘! >c 

persons employed, to provide for their superannuation 1 " ral.ines of tbc 

The total expenditure also includes the travelling and personal expenses of the 

'locumeuts which could notheSy 

topr^. d ^r;-i^ 

In another part of their Report the Commissioners express their satiafietinn +!,.,+ n • 
accounts have been subjected to such an acute and smirching cx^ntS mi A 
following remarks indicate the result. J ,U1U 111 “0 

•' In the performance of the multifarioufl and novel duties which were imnosod nn +l,« 
Commissioners, it was almost inevitable that eases should of J,S/; 1 • , 

I! •J^*-*-* and they readily aaknoldg ( ^ 

“ and Audit™ 

detected by the auditors; altogether fo^oS^Aat hT'' amf [ unt ^” ' V,1K ^ liavc been 
Commissioners and myself ail disallowrn™* li' ^7 aU uiu ^ rs hindmg between the 
accounts, and had been adjusted before* th* -n * !? 8u, ' c ^ ,u ’ff c " that had arisen on the 
not included therein. presentation of my Report to Parliament, were 

“SaSKAhftt »™S°SrZla ,md inaccuracies,” involving 

requesting explanations, there were sent to tl IT ‘ I "° rl ° 8 asku, S documents and 
1869-70 to 31st December ‘ .**!? Cumnnwioiiois, ™ thc «*onnto from 

laritics ; 394 of these errors involved 8 l ,olntm g out about 1,450 errors and irregu- 
charges to thc amount of about 520 lV*ni« ln< l lto "u ".'“u y 2 ’ 00() /” antl s3 < imflop- 
pomtea out and admitted in the Land and Tithe' Rentals for 1872. 7 400 0m ’" " ferc 

“» «“ ofSTthc CommlariS; 1^2 iritl, telrr'S the accounts P» s e 30. 
“ amount. 1 ““ of * lla counts would be largely increased in 

“ conducting the audit” '* c )" c ,® y t° ai ' ia .° from the mode of 

“ b "0hs of account with perfect rci'tdaritv .f'-J* “’’S 11 . tl,c Commissioners keep their 
“ the Examiners never at St those ’bo 1 ! 7 \l'‘ “Wear by double entry, 

“ again on schedules, and sent to the office ■ t 7 lc , f l uir0 . p-U flic items to be transcribed 
“ item. Then voluminous onerous ^ * i"' > ' vouohcra to establish each 

“ and the time of a great number of ■“!’ n0 . 1 TOtteu are given, 

“ transcribing and corresponding. ^ ° ° fll00 ‘ 8 18 take “ ll l> 111 conducting this system of 

“ the spot, where u. question "could 0 ?i, 0e ’ t witl1 a Production of tlio proper vouchers ou 
“ reasonable mode of conducting the audit.” ° n0 ° anB "' er0(J - woul<1 to be a more 
ere stated that the great and disproportionate cost of audit arises from the mode 
. of 


* Cost of Audit (see page 4) - 
travelling and Personal Allow 
Iwenty per cent, on Salaries 


252. 



| e. d. 

£. s. d. 

cea 

1,137 15 - 

7,431 7 7 


714 10 1 

1,852 5 1 

*3 

£. 

5,67 9 2 6 
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Page 31. 


Commissioners’ 
Report, p. 38. 


(> 

of conducting it. The Commissioners remark upon the " porfeefc regularity ” with which 
their books are kept, and observe that the Examiners never audit them, but “require all 
“ the items to be transcribed again on schedules, and sent to the office in London with 
“ vouchers to establish each item." 

The reply to this is that the Examiners have not required “ all the items to be transcribed 
“ on schedules.” The Irish Church Act of 180!) directs the Commissioners to prepare 
their accounts of receipt and expenditure in “ such form ” jus the Treasury may direct, and 
the form of account, and the manner of rendering it, both as regards the schedules and 
vouchers, were agreed to between the Commissioners and Mr. Foster and Mr. Vine as 
representing the Treasury. My Department, was not concerned in their preparation, and 
therefore did not “ require” all the items to bo “ transcribed on schedules.” Under the 
arrangement with the Treasury, they were forwarded with the account, in accordance 
with the ordinary rule laid down for all other accountants. The reason why my officers 
have not examined the hooks of the Commissioners is simply that, having investigated 
the schedules and account as settled by the Trojisury, it was doomed unnecessary to 
repeat work already thoroughly and effectively done. 

The Commissioners complain of the “ voluminous correspondence that has arisen 
“ between the two Departments,” which they fail to see has mainly arisen from their 
not having furnished with their accounts the necessary information to pass the payments, 
and from the numerous errors and irregularities above adverted to. 

Their remarks, however, convey the suggestion that, had the Examiners been located 
in Dublin, this correspondence would have been much curtailed. Possibly it might 
have been as regards the Commissioners, but, on the other hand, the Examiners would 
have been under the necessity, unless they had arrogated to themselves the powers of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General, of corresponding to a large extent with the Head 
of their Department in London, and proceeding thither to confer personally on such 
matters as could not have been adequately explained to him by written correspondence, 
necessitated by an account which the Commissioners state is of more than ordinary 
importance and replete with novelties and difficulties. 

The amount; of the cost of audit was also in some measure increased by tho necessary 
appointment of one or two gentlemen of standing and experience to revise the proceedings 
of Public Functionaries placed in the high position of tho Commissioners. 

It is further to be remarked that, as has been shown, tho Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
were practically their own auditors. The accounts were not investigated with close refer- 
ence to the provisions of the various Acts of Parliament; which they administered. 

This is corroborated by replies to queries from this Department. 

For example : a query was sent to tho Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners on 
the 11th of February 1871, requesting them, with reference to Section 14 of the Act 
3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, to furnish a certified copy of the “ Valuation of the Revenues of 
“ Ecclesiastical Offices, and also a certified copy of the return of the Annual Value 
“ of the Ecclesiastical Offices, made by spiritual persons, as required by the 18th 
** Section of the same Aot,” with ji view of ascertaining the correctness of the Ecclesias- 
tical Tax. To this query they replied : 

“ It would be impossible to furnish the certified copies required, for the following 
" reasons, viz. — 

“ Many of the original papers have been lost. 

“ Many clergymen neglected to furnish income returns at all, and sometimes they were 
“ found to be incorrect when furnished, and the valuations did not therefore always 
“correspond with the^ returns ; when the valuations were entered in tho books of the 
“ Ecclesiastical Commissioners they were never checked* 

As a further illustration of the value of a local audit., under the direction or influence 
of accountants, may be quoted tho reply of the Irish Church Temporalities Commis- 
sioners to a query dated 18th February 1873. 

It is on the question of the stock transferred by the Dean and Chapter of Christ 
Church, which is mentioned in this Report (p. 11). 

The Commissioners state, “ by the 49th Section of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, all the 
“ property of the Deanery and Precentorehip of Christ Church, vested in tho late 
“ Commissioners on the death of the last Bishop of Kildare. In this way tho two sums 
“of 1,128 Z. 13s. 2 d., and 56 5 1. Us. Id. became vested in the Ecclesiastical Com- 
“ mission ers, who for some reason omitted to have tho transfer made to their account, 
“ though the dividends were regularly paid to them.” 

The transfer was, in fact, not made till February 1872, and only then in consequence 
of a query from my Department. 

It appears from the Schedule B. of the Act, 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, which received the 
Royal Assent on the 14th August 1833, that the Bishopric of Kildare was to he 
suppressed after the voidancc by the then Bishop, and it is probable that about a quarter 
of a century had elapsed between the time when tho property vested in the late 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners and its transfer, in February 1872, to the present 
Commission. 

It is such a system _ of audit which apparently commends itself to the Irish Church 
Temporalities Commissioners as “ elaborate and effective.” 
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Cost of Commission. 

The reflections of the Commissioners on the coat of audit suggest the inquiry whether 
they are justified by marked economy of administration in the conduct of their own 
business. 

From the narrative of their proceedings as given by the Commissioners, it will be seen 
that in 1869-70, when they were charged with the consideration of the claims for Church 
works, under the 48th and 49th Sections (each claim involving a separate investigation, 
and the number of separate orders amounting to 4,550), and when the great work of 
investigating the 40,000 items of Tithe Rent, of preparing charge and collection rentals, 
of awarding 6,251 annuities and 565 gratuities, of disallowing claims in 1,127 cases, and 
of hearing 417 appeals in “full court” was being accomplished, the cost of their establish- 
ment is stated to have been 30,239 1 

In 1871 and 1872, when the Church lands vested, comprising 10,563 tenancies, and 
producing a rental of 225,622 L, “ scattered over the whole of Ireland,” all of which had 
to be “examined, identified, and the conditions under which they were held ascertained” 
and brought into the charge books of the Commissioners; when the great bulk of the 
5,721 cases of commutation of life interests was investigated and settled (about one-third 
having been awarded in 1871 and five-ninths in 1872); and when “ incidental to the 
“ commutation of life interests in the (Hebe lands, there were several duties which gave 
“ rise to tedious and laborious inquiries and formed an important part of the general 
“ work of the Commission,” seeing that “ many of the glebes were subject to building, 
“ drainage, quit-rent, and other charges, all of which required careful investigation before 
“ commutation took place, and which at a later period the Commissioners were required to 
“ pay off,” of which transactions “ the extent, may bo estimated from the fact that the sum 
“ paid or estimated as due in respeet of them amounts to 025,606 the expenses of the 
Commission are stated respectively for the year 1871 at. 28,389 /., and for 1872 at 31,1 12 l. 

In 1873 the commutation money paid or placed to the credit of the representative 
Church body was for a comparatively small number of eonimutauts (l-13th), and the 
expenses of the Commission are stated at 30,773 /. 

In 1874 when the number of commutations was reduced to a minimum (l-50th), 
and the Commissioners in a letter to the Treasury, dated 30th November 1874, stated 
that their duties as a compensating body had been “ practically completed,” the expense 
of the establishment was at its maximum, viz., 32,409 l. 

It does not appear from the accounts furnished to this Department that the decrease 
of the work of the Commissioners as a compensating body has been met by any appre- 
ciable increase in the labour entailed in the sale of lauds and tithes. 

The Commissioners in a letter addressed to the Under Secretary of State for Ireland on 
5th February 1872, referring to an accompanying paper marked B, seem to think that 
the amount of payments is one - test of the work accomplished. 

The payments of the Commissioners in compensating the Disestablished Church were 
as follows : 


Period. 

Payments. 

Cost of Commission. 

1869-70 - - 

£. s. d. 

497,304 - - 

£. s. d. 
30,239 - - 

1871 - - . 

4,893,846 - - 

28,389 - - 

1872 

5,226,958 - - : 

31,112 - - 

1873 

1,215,042 - - 

30,773 - - 

1874 - ' - 

264,912 - - 

32,409 - - 


It will be therefore seen that when the work of the Commission, judged by the 
amount of payments, was at its minimum its cost was at its maximum. 


Account for the Period between 26th July 1869 and 31st December 1870. 


Glebe House Mortgages. 

With reference to the remarks of the Commissioners at page 18 of their Report, I do not 
doubt that the interest is chargeable by the 20tli Section of 14 & 1 5 Viet. c. 73, from year 
to year, and that an instalment falling due on 1st of May and paid on 1st July, could not be 
charged with interest for the period between those dates ; but my argument is, that when 
an instalment has not been paid for a complete year the interest should be charged, in the 
words of the Act, “ on the principal sum or so much thereof as shall, from time to time, 
remain unpaid My contention is, that .when an instalment remains unpaid for a full 
year it is still a constituent portion of the capital sum which “ from time to time remains 
“ unpaid.” 

' 2 52. A 4 


Commissioners’ 
Report, p. 4. 
Hp.7 
Id. p. 5. 

Id. p. 11. 

Id. p. C. 


Id. p. 11. 


Id. p. 11. 
Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, 1873, 
Appendix No. 9. 
Id. p. 11. 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, 1860-70, 
p. 10. 

Appendix 2, p. 16, 
Commissioners’ 
Report, p. 18. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Fage 12. 


Page 13. 


Page 20, Report. 
1871. 


Page 12. 


8 


ACCOUNTS or THE COMMISSIONERS 


.u.a hub document was not in acuoruailCC Wltll tUO terms ol till! Act., 1 e.ilUHCd iUlOtliO 
communication to be addressed to the Commissioners on tlio 18th May IH71, ntaling tha 
it was “ insufficient, inasmuch aa tlic Irish Church Act, Section it!), requires tlmt tin 
“ministers should co-operate with the Assembly in the appointment: of trustees.” Tin 


Jtegium Donum. 

Commutation to Noncouformintj Clergy and their Assistant Successors. 

In my Report on the Account 1HG9-70, it was stated that “ the provisions of the 31)lh 
Section of the Act have not been fully complied with as regards some, of these payments 
“ for commutation. This section requires that the. trustees appointed to receive the 
“ commutation money shall he appointed by the minister or assistant sneeessor, and the 
“ General Assembly, or Synod, or Presbytery, as the case, may lie. These appointments 
“ not having been furnished, the attention of the Commissioners has been (Milled to the 
“ omission,” &c. 

The Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, in their observations upon this passage, 
remark, “ the charge made in, that the Commissioners paid over the eoumuilution moneys 
“ without having obtained the appointments in question.” 

They continue, “ a reference to the mode adopted by the Commissioners of ascertaining 
“ and paying the commutation moneys will furnish the best, answer to the charge and they 
then state tlmt they had “settled a form in which such applications for eoniimilntion 
“ under the 39th Section were to ho made.” The forms which arc printed in their Report 
provide no doubt, as shown, for the necessary appointment of trustees. 

But the question is, what was the position assumed by the Commissioners when asked 
for evidence of these appointments V 

On the 27th April 1871, a communication was addressed to the Commissioners request- 
ing “ that the appointment of trustees in the terms of the 39th Section of the Act 32 & 33 
“ Viet. c. 42, may he furnished.” To this, instead of forwarding the printed forms, if 
they were then executed, the Commissioners replied on 11th May 1871 ( secen months after 
the payments had been tnadc), “ The Moderator of the General Assembly lias been eom- 
“ municatcd with on the subject of this query, and the document, required shall lie 
“ forwarded as soon as possible.” On the Kith May 1H71, the Commissioners sent a 
further reply transmitting a copy of the resolution of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Ireland, nominating trustees “ to receive and give receipts for the 
“ capital sums payable.” 

As this document was not in accordance with the terms of the. Act, 1 caused another 

' that 
t the 

Commissioners replied that “ the Moderator has been comm indented with * * * and 
“ the information required by the Auditor General will be transmitted with as little 
“ delay as possible.” 

Having observed that the form already referred to and printed in their Report “ appears 
“ to be a sufficient answer to the charge, £ that the provisions of the 3!)lh section wore not 
“ ‘fully complied with,’” the Commissioners follow up the. remark by saying t£ and indeed 
“ the charge is practically withdrawn in the Second Report of the Comptroller and Auditor 
“ General.” 

Now, my First Report wasdated and presented to Parliament on 1 st. ,1 uno 1871, and as the 
required information was not then furnished, Parliament was so informed. Subsequently, 
m a letter dated the 3rd November 1871, the Commissioners informed me “that by 
a deed ot declaration of trusts of commutation money,” certain trustees bail been 
appointed, and that the commuting ministers had signed the deed, thus co-operating with 
the General Assembly, and complying with the terms of the Act as required liy this 
Department. 1 J 

Subsequently to the receipt of this letter from tho Commissioners, my Second Report 
was presented to Parliament, viz., on the 1st August 1872, and I availed myself of this, 
i 1 .° stllto > under the head of “ Regime Dunum," that while in 

v, l )0intc , ( } ( , mt the provision of Section 3!) of the Irish Church 

Act had not been fully complied with, inasmuch as no evidence had been furnished of 
«L 0 P i P of trustees to receive certain commutation money, "this evidence 

has, however, now been supplied.” J 

sce * that having made no charge, there was none for me to witlidr 
Rp ? rt i 1 a ’¥ Py , cal ile . d , a ttoution to the fact, ns I was bound lo do, 1 
1 • q CnC j C + i ia< ? S 0t ° GCU pui ' mapc /l that tho 39th Section had been complied with, 
and in my Second that the necessary evidenco had subsequently been produced. 

Rctjium Donum. 

Preshjtman Widows' Fund Association and Secession Widows' Fund Association. 

?r t! A C A( f c ? unfc t0 3l8t December 1870, that, in addition 
“ bppn^ pbiimod „ii p 3' the Act, ‘ it appears from tho accounts that there have 
section n,ute «“>• mi subnotion (Section 40, sub- 

„ aXc fhc htmZfcf °Tl ,0n !“ n “"‘ O the Presbyterian Widows' Fund Association, 
.. “win tion made w' fr >™WnlowsTund Association, on accountof the annual 

“ that 1 a d ‘\ al ,nom . bc, ' a «° *he» associations. As it was not apparent 

« SruZ! n° •/* “ y "T 0 receiyed m y S lan t, directly or constructively, 
“ associations had nnt i nuiUj ^ ^PP c ^ rc ^ to that the compensation awarded to these 
associations had not been contemplated by Parliament, as the object of tho Act was 

“ to 


•aw. 

that 
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tf to compensate those persons or bodies only who had been injured by the withdrawal of 
“ the Parliamentary Grant. 

“ -A- 8 already observed, the nonconforming clergy have received annuities equal to 
“ the yearly amount drawn by them from the Regium Donum without deduction; and 
“ as compensation h:is also been made to the two Widows’ Funds before mentioned, for 
“ subscriptions paid by the clergy out of their own incomes, it follows, if my understanding 
“ of the facts and of the intentions of the Legislature is correct, that a double compensation 
“ has been made, amounting to 11,4/30/. 12 

On these passages, the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners remark : — “ That Commissioners’ 
“payments were made directly out of the Regium Donum in respect of the vacant Report, p. 14 . 

“ congregations. As to these, no question can arise'. That other payments were made 
“ to the Widows’ Associations by the hands of the agents for the distribution of the Royal 
“ Bounty, who were appointed in the. year 1804. The Commissioners found that, from 
“ that time, the successive agents paid out of the Royal Bounty an annual subscription of 
“ 2 Z. for each Minister to the funds of the Associations, as well sis a payment, out of his 
“first year’s income, deducting those payments from the stipend, so that this was not a 
“ voluntary payment by the Minister, but was Htopped out of the Regium Donum before 
“ it reached his hands.” 

It may be correct that such deductions were made by the agents and voluntarily 
submitted to by the ministers, but they arc not in any way recognised by the 
Parliamentary Grant nor included in the accounts furnished to the Audit Depart- 
ment. 

The Parliamentary Grants, when these payments were made by agents, provided for 
Ministers at 92/. 6 s. 2d. each (1st Class); for Ministers at (19/. 4 s. 8d. each (2nd Class); 
for New Congregations at G 9/. 4 s. 8d . ; sums paid since 1804 to the fund for supporting 
the widows and orphans of the Ministers of tile Synod of Ulster, 3GG /. ; agents’ salaried 
and allowances, 320 /. ; clerks of Synod, 152 /. 5 s. 8 d. 

The agents have accounted to the Audit Department thus: — Allowances to 1st Class 
Ministers at 92/. Gs. 2d., and 2nd Class Ministers at G9 /. 4.?. 8 d. each a year; allow- 
ance of 320 /. a year to. tho agent ; and 40 /. 3 s. a year to three clerks of the Synod, 
and 13/. 16 s. 8 d. to one; payments to the treasurer of the widows’ fund being the 
Parliamentary Grant of 3G6 /. a-ycar and the allowances in respect of vacant congre- 
gations, and second-class subscribers to tho fund. 

When the payment of the Parliamentary Grant of the Regium Donum was transferred 
from the Agents to the Chict Secretary for Ireland, the Grant was taken in the votes 
thus:— Clerks of Synod, 152/. 5.?. 8 d.\ Ministers at 92/. Gs. 2<Z. each (1st Class); 

Ministers at 69/. 4s. 8 d. each (2nd Class); Ministers and new congregations at 
68 /.4 s. 8 d . ; widows and orphans of Ministers of the Synod 'of Ulster, 366 /. And 
accounted for by the Chief Secretary thus : — Salaries and allowances of clerics of Synod, 
at 152 /. 5 s. 8 cl. ; Ministers, congregations already endowed, at. 92 /. 6 s. 2 d., and 
69/. 4 s. 8 d . ; Ministers, new congregations, at 69/. 4 s. 8 cl. ; widows and orphans of 
Ministers of the Synod of Ulster, at 366 /. 

It will be seen from these facts, that the deduction of the 2 /. per annum was a matter 
entirely between the ministers and tho agents, and in no way recognised by the Grant, 
nor by those who had to account to this Department for its expenditure, as a payment 
authorised by Parliament. 

By the 38th Clause of the Act it is enacted that on the discontinuance of the Parlia- 
mentary Grant, commonly called the Regium Donum, the Commissioners “ shall ascertain 
“ an 'l declare by order the amount of the yearly sum theretofore received thereout by 
“ each minister of any Protestant nonconforming congregation,” and which yearly sum 
so ascertained shall form the basis of the compensation granted to each minister. 

Now the amount of the yearly sum which each minister was entitled to receive out of 
tlie Parliamentary Grant, was subject to a deduction of 2 /. subscribed by him to certain 
widows’ funds. 

If tho subscription was to be regarded as a direct payment out of tho grant (which it 
was not), then the amount of the yearly sum received by him was less by 2 /. than the 
amount in respect of which he lias been granted compensation, and the widows’ funds 
would be entitled to compensation under the 2nd sub-section of tho 40th clause of tho Act, 
which provides for compensation to them in respect of direct payments out of the grant, 
but which ceased on its discontinuance. 

On the other hand, if the 2 /. subscription was to be regarded as a voluntary payment 
(which it was), then the amount of the yearly sum received by each minister out of the 
grant would be the full amount in respect of which he has received compensation ; but 
m that case, the 2 /. subscription having been dealt with, in the ascertainment of the yearly 
sum received by each minister, as a voluntary payment, would not, and could not, fall 
under the operation of the 2nd sub-section of the 40th clause, which deals exclusively with 
direct payments to the widows’ funds out of the grant, viz., the payments in respect of 
vacant congregations. It appears, however, that, while the ministers have been compen- 
sated for the full amount of the yearly sums received by them out of the Parliamentary 
Grant, a decision which implies that the 2 /. subscriptions were dealt with by the 
Commissioners as voluntary payments, these payments have nevertheless been treated 
as direct payments to the widows’ funds out of the grant, and compensated under the 
2nd sub-section of the 40th clause. 

252. B That 
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ACCOUNTS OP TIIE COMMISSIONERS 


That it was not intended by Parliament that the 2 /. subscript unis should fall under the 
compensatory enactment of the 2nd Hub-section, may, I think, he fairly inferred from llio 
3rd sub-section of the same clause,, which expressly provides for compensation in respect, 
of a subscription made by each minister to the several widows funds out ol his first: year’s 
income. 

It may be presumed that the 2/. subscription would have boon. included in this sub- 
section had it been within the view of the legislature to make provision lor it. The annual 
contribution and the contribution out of the first, year’s income t.o (he widows’ funds were 
cognate payments, which.it is admitted by the (Jommissioners, as shown above, formed 
deductions from the stipend of each minister “ before it. reached his hands," and they 
therefore diminished pro tnnto “ the amount; of the yearly sum theretofore received by him 
“out of tiro Parliamentary Grant,” which the Commissieners were directed hy the Ae.t. to 
ascertain. 

r I lie practical result, therefore, of compensating the. Nonconforming ministers in full for 
the yearly sums received hy each of them out of the Parliamentary < S rant, without deduc- 
tion of the 2 /. subscriptions, and afterwards dealing with these suhseriptious as direct: 
payments out of the grant, to the widows’ funds, has he.cn to raise the aggregate amount 
in respect of which compensation has been made, above the amount of the. Parliamentary 
Grant which formed the foundation of the claims for compensation, or in other words, 
as stated in my first report, to make a double compensation in respect of the same payment 
amounting t.o 11,450/. 12 s. 

This payment of the annual subscription of 2 /., hy the Ministers, can lie looked upon 
in no other light than as an insurance hy them for the benefit, of their families, and, like 
all other contributions of this nature, purely voluntary, and no more paid out of the Grant; 
tlian their other domestic payments, made from funds derived from the llcgium Donum. 


Expenditure lender Section 40. Repairs of Churches. Church Requisites. 

I have nothing to add to my observations in the Report on the Account. 1 8(55) 70. 


Primate Boulters Fund. 

It seems that the interpretation put hy this Department on the (list. Section of the Act 
3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, is incorrect. 

Had the Commissioners not declined, hy their letter of the 3rd of April 1871, to give 
the explanations which have been now afforded, the mistake could not have occurred, and 
had my attention been called to it by them at a date subsequent to that, on which my 
Report was published, 1 should, for my own, as well as for their satisfaction, have, corrected 
the mistake in the following Report. 

The 61st Section directs the Boulter Fund “ to ho kept distinct from all other funds,” 
and enacts that it shall bo applied to annual salaries of incumbents, buying of glebes, 
and augmenting poor livings in Ireland, “ according to the regulations anil directions 
“ hereafter mentioned and appointed, with respect to the other funds to he applied for 
“ such purposes.” ^Tho directions referred to are set, forth in Section 5)3, which gives 
power to the late Ecclesiastical Commissioners out of their “ Surplus Funds and Moneys” 
to augment livings to the value of 200/. per annum. As the .Boulter Fund had, by 
Clause 61, been directed to bo “kept distinct from nil other funds, ” and as Scutum 5)3 
speaks of augmentations out of the Commissioners’ “ Surplus Funds and Moneys,” the 
effect of the concluding worth of the 61st Section, as to the limit of the Boulter 
Augmentation, escaped observation. The erroneous interpretation 1 1ms given by the 
clause was, in. a measure, confirmed by the course adopted by tlm Commissioners. 

In a communication addressed to them on the 15th April 1871, pointing out that by 
^nr\ a 7 men<: ”'° m ^\° •^ 011 kor.Fuml the annual amount of a living was made to exceed 
100 1 . per annum, they did not reply that the Act. permitted augmentations up to 200/., 
nut stated that it was “the samo amount as that paid hy the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
and continued by the ConmuHsiouors of Church Temporalities.” 

Ihe mfereuce drawn from this reply was, that the Church Temporalities Com- 
missioners did not dispute the limit of augmentation, but were satisfied to follow in the 
steps oi their predecessors and this inference is strengthened by their further remark, 
that the net income of tins benefice, after all deductions, is under 100/. per annum,” 
apparently thereby implying that they agreed with the view taken bv this Department 
that that amount was the hunt fixed hy the Act. On the 23nl March 1871, I caused a 
letter to be addressed to the Commissioners, in which I recited the clauses of the Act 3 & 4 
win. 4, c. 61 , which regulate these augmentations, and put before them my impressions as 
if TTF’ ^ nd addcd . I was not awaro of “ any Act of Parliament which would 
c ®naW-e >the late Ecclesiastical Commissioners to augment small livings out of grants 
^ irom the Boulter bund to an amount exceeding 100/. a year,” and furfchor requested 
.o . e inloi ' m ed uponwhat grounds ” these augmentations had been mado. The Com- 
missioners replied, under date 3rd April 1871, that “they must decline to enter into the 
con si delation of any of the questions suggested in your (my) lettor and add “ that 

“ they 
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“ they have no power to question or review the proceedings or orders of the Ecclesiastical 
“ Commissioners for Ireland, but arc bound on taking the property to discharge all the 
“ demands which attached upon it.” 

further confirmed the idea that a correct interpretation had been placed on 


From the replies to my inquiries, there is room for doubt whether the Commissioners 
themselves were aware, at the time, of the real effect of the various complicated clauses 
in the Acts of Parliament affecting the application of the Boulter Fund. 


Account for the Year to 31st December 1871. 


Dividends and Interest of Money : Dean and Chapter of Christchurch* 


In the report on the Account 1871, 1 observe that, 

“ In consequence of an enquiry from this department as to the circumstances under 
which the dividends of this stock were credited to the account of the Irish Church 
leniporalitiCM Commissioners, the fact was elicited, as is admitted in a letter from the 
-Registrar of the Dean and Chapter, that the stock should have been 4,000 l. 1 s. 2 d 
' instead of 505 l 1 1 s. I d. and 1,128 /. 13 s. 2d. 

K The attention of the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners was, consequently 
called to the matter, and after various communications between the two departments' 
I have been informed, by letter dated 25th Juno last, that the full amount of the 
stock, namely, 4,000 /. 1 s. 2 d., has now been recovered, and transferred to the 
c Commissioners.” 


In taking exception to this, the Commissioners refer to a letter of theirs of 25th 
October 1872, m which they quote as follows: “'that the recovery of the stock in this 
case is attributed to the action of the Comptroller and Auditor General,” and “ that 
“ the recovery of the stock from the Dean ancl Chapter of Christ Church was obtained 
“ by proceedings of the Commissioners, which were in no way consequent on enquiries 
from flic Comptroller and Auditor General, ancl which had been instituted lono- before 
e: any such enquiries were made.” 

. Iu «>ply to this I have to state that all that the paragraph objected to by the Commis- 
sioners was intended to indicate was, that the settlement of the matter was accelerated 
by the action of this Department, and not to claim any credit for the discovery of the 
actual amount due. . 

There was consequently nothing to notice in my Third Report on the subject. 


Report on Account 
1071, i>. 21. 


Commissioners 
Report, p. 18. 


Glebe House Advances , late Board of First Fruits. 

“ It appears that many of the instalments due in repayment of these advances have „ t , 
been allowed to fall into arrear.” Report ol the 

“ By the terms of Section 4, 43 Geo. 3, c. 10G, it is provided that interest shall be AiulRor° General 
oliarged on aU such arrears.” _ . _ on Account to 

Abe Irish Church Temporalties Commissioners state in their Report — 01st Docomhor 1871, 

.. “ 1 h° answer to this ohargo is that the 4th Section of 43 Geo. 3, c. 106, which pro- ,,5JK 
^ Vided that the Board of First Fruits should take a bond to his Majesty, conditioned 1>a » 0 19- 
S’ the payment of the instalments, with legal interest thereon, was repealed by 
49 Geo. 3, as. 1 and 2, and no interest on the arrears is payable.” 

* 8 ^ ,0 * r reply ill January 1875. It will be well to see what it was in August 
1871. • D 

On the 4th August 1871 , I addressed a query to the Commissioners, pointing out the 
clause ot the Act referred to, and “requested that explanation maybe afforded of the 
absence of credits of interest in the accounts.” 

Did the Commissioners reply that the Act which required interest to he paid was 
repealed by 49 Geo. 3, c. 103, as. 1 and 2 ?— No, Why not?-Tlie fair presumption is, 
that the supposed repeal of the Act was then unknown to them, as tlicir reply is to the 
following effect:— 

« Commissioners in the collection of these instalments follow the -practice of the 

« i ru1 ^? Commissioners and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The records of 
these loans from the commencement show that interest was never charged by either of 
^ 8e r ° oar< l 8 ) although the instalments were frequently in arrear.” 
by D ° W ***. ** ACt 43 Ge0> 3j °* 106 > was re P ealod goninussionm’ 

- _ ’ The RCPOlt ’ P ‘ 10 ' 

" of ° n 565 Vn *' 1 , aad 1)128 2d - stock . “standing in the books of the Bank 

ox Xieland m the names of Dean and Chapter of Christchurch.” 

252. B 
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Tlio first. recited Act gave power to the. Commissioners of Kiwi. Fruits In " advance 
“ out of the funds entrusted to their hut, to the incumbent of any bem-liee," Hit'., “ any 
u Bum of money not exceeding two years’ net. income of such hcueliee,” Hit'., “ t o lie 
“ to the purposes of building a mansion or glebe-house and olliccs, and making other 
“ improvements,” &c. 

The 4th Section of this Act provides that bonds shall he. taken as security for (hose 
advances, and that interest shall he payable on arrears. 

The 48th Crco. 3, e. fifl, authorises the. funds at the disposal of the h'irsl Fruits (!oin- 
sioners “to be, applied by the said Trustees and Commissioners . in and towards building 
“ and rebuilding of churches and chapels in Ireland, as well as in and Inward.* purchasing 
“ glebe-houses,” &c. 

Section 3 of this Act authorises llm Commissioners In advance* money for creeling or 
building churches or chapels. 

Section 4 provides that, they limy, if they think (il, lake bonds for (lie. repayment of 
the advances for building churches or chanels. 

Section 7 provides that when the, said Commissioners shall, in writing, eerlif'y that 
sums should be advanced for building churches ami chapels, or building, erecting or 
purchasing glehc-houscs, it shall he lawful for the fjord High Treasurer, or for the. 
Commissioners of the Treasury, to advance and pay to tlu* said Truslees and Commis- 
sioners of the First Fruits, out of the Consolidated Knud of Ireland, the sums spce.iiied 
in such certificate. 

The 8th provides that bonds shall he taken for such advances, and shall he. transmitted 
to the Treasury. 

It docs not appear that cither the 7th or 8lh Section applies to (he funds at the dis- 
posal of the Trustees or Commissioners of First Fruits, hut to advances by (he Treasury. 

The Sections 1 and 2 of 49 (loo. 3, e. 103, referred In by llm Irish Church Tem- 
poralities Commissioners, as repealing the 43 (leo. 3, c. 10(1, appear to he applicable only 
to so much of the Act 48 Goo. 3, e. (if), as deals with advances for building churches anil 
chapels, whether made out of funds at their disposal, «r un their certificate by the Treasury, 
and. does not in anv way affeet the advances made out of funds at their disposal for 
glebe-houses under the Act 43 Geo. 3, e. 1 0(1. 

The Act by which the 43 Geo. 3, o. 106 ; and also 48 (leo. 3, e. (1.*; and 49 Geo. 3, 
c. 103, are repealed, is the 3 & 4 Will. 4, e. 37, section 1 , which especially excepts so much 
of the repealed Acts “as relates to all and every the Imuds or other securities fur the 
"repayment of any such sum or sums of money, all which penalties, sums of money, 
“bonds, or other securities, not by this Act otherwise provided lor, shall and may be 
" sued for, recovered, and dealt with to all intents and purposes, as if this Art had not 
" been passed.” 

As, upon full consideration, it appenrod to me that tho view taken by the Commis- 
sioners as to the repeal of the Act in question waH founded upon a misconception, I have 
referred the point to tho solicitor of this Department whoso opinion, confirmatory of my 
views, I subjoin : — 


UtKllK lloUSK AdVANCKH. 

T „ r ’, . . . -7. liohon-stri'i't, I'iwmlily, 1 1 Mny 187/i. 

uJ J’ 0,u communications of tlm 20th April loot (No. 701), ami of tlu- ih-,1 May instant (No. 772), 

walTV' W'l? wlu : th, ; r tho -UK Section of -la (too. it. <■. |(i(t was rom-nlo.l l.y 

4i) b,eo. 3 o. 10.1, Sections land 2, or whether it still reinaiim in ftiNe, in so far u« reimrds bonds and 
1E5 1 lid'aSifsSSn.'Jf “inn" 48 «• H»> Mat™ to K loli« h„«„™ mnf Imuls only, mot 

thlt tl . 1 1 t? ! J "PS™ «»il d«.|«.|« only, Umut opinion 

S IS w not by tlm lit wot slot Smllim. of tlu. 

“jSn I 0 ? f’wi, *» 11“ won* ot) I. forth iu II... l.t Soott.m of 

™mraIbonat’mJ S |,',.?™ t f T' 1 «'«t-m»ulion™l HMiilc Mill romolim in lom., so far no 

regards bonds and interest duo m respect of advuncos lor glclm lauds and hmmeH. 


Tlie Comptroller and Auditor General, 
Exchequer and Audit Department. 


I have, tier. 

(Higmul ) Frederick Wolford. 


Report of the 
Comptroller and 
Auditor General 
on the Account for 
11171, p. 21. 


Primate Boulter's Fund. Payment, to Charitable Donations and Jict/uests 
Commissioners. 

ascC! !' t “™ 1 ’ Monitor had, V 1,1s will, aifortwl his trustors hi (mot 

i Q Dl '°1 ieda f ? r r oor wul °wfl 3 and also to purehoHO an estate out, of which 
187 ^ l„ r + i ° T ® c °rtam annuities, I addressed a communication, dated 11th May 
“ Imh C ! U i° ■ T ?^LW»*ahtics Commissioners, asking them “ whether this 

« ^c® ? 8 fticftl Commissioners, together with tho other 

“ Lmng been pmchaKth" Th ° y MI> 104 that “ tIloy lmrt 110 ° f sudl <“> “tato 

J™ 11 . 6 " re P° rt “7. referring to my report to Parliament ; 

“ !nVf. llls Vi , “ ot 80 f m . t0 re.piivo obsomtion, save that tlio Commissioners 
aie not responsible for an omission by tho original trusteoB to carry out tiro directions 
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jn Primate Boulter’s will. The only result of the inquiries made by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General was, that the Commissioners of Charitable Donations claimed 
compensation for the non-compliance with this direction, and the Commissioners com- 
promised the claim by the payment of 2,500 7.” 

Jn reply to this statement it must bo observed: — 

First . — That in my communication to the Commissioners I in no way implied that 
they were in any degree “ responsible for an omission of the original trustees.” 

Second — The claim and payment of the 2,500 1. was not the « result of the 
inquiries made by the Comptroller and Auditor General.” 


, WiU. thi) voucher for payment of the 2,5007. is put a correspondence between the 
t-numal.le Donations and Bequests Commissioners, and the Irish Church Temporalities 
Commissioners. ■ 

ll ‘ ! brst conmnimoalion is a letter from the Secretary of the Commissioners of 
Charitable Donations and Bequests in Ireland, dated 24th February 1872, and addressed 
to the Commissioners of Church Temporalities, calling “ attention to a correspondence 
which passed between. one of the Secretaries of this Board and Mr. Franks, the then 
Secretary of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, on the subject of this Charity, 
m the year 1809; especially to the loLters from the Secretary of this Board, dated 
respectively 29th October, 9th November, and 23rd November 1809, and to Mr Franks’ 
“ replies dated the 4th, 12th, and 29th November 1809.” 

It should he observed that the dato of my query addressed to the Irish Church 
Temporalities Commissioners was lltli May 1871, and the correspondence referred to as 
having been initiated by the Charitable Donations and Bequests Commissioners was in 
November 1809. Ilow, then, could my request, not made to the Charitable Donations 
and Bequests Commissioners, Imt to the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, 
have suggested the claim '• No communication has been bold by me on the subject with 
the first-mentioned body. It may, however, be asserted that the matter was revived by 
the publication of my Report, but the evidence is tho other way. My Report is dated 
1st August 1872, and the letter of the Secretaries of the Commissioners of Charitable 
Donations ami Bequests, already quoted, is dated the 24th February 1872, and in this 
letter they say, — 


“ Wo are directed to state that since the date of the correspondence to which we have 
referred, the Commissioners have had the present position of this Charity brought tinder 
their notice at several of their meetings ; and they directed us to make certain inquiries 
with, a view of ascertaining all necessary details in reference to its income and 
administration.” 


The publication of my Report could not, therefore, have occasioned the claim of the 
Charitable Donations and Bequests Commissioners. 

I may add that, when the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners made the state- 
ment in their Report, that tho claim of the Charitable Donations and Bequests Com- 
missioners was tho “ result of the inquiries made by the Comptroller “and Auditor 
General,” they should . have been aware, from official correspondence in their office, that 
tho assertion was unfounded. The letter of the Charitable Donations and Bequests 
Commissioners, already quoted, states — 

“ making these inquiries it became necessary to resort for information to documents 
11 and records in your (Irish Church Temporalities Commission) Department, and on the 
“ part of the Commissioners wo have to acknowledge with thanks the facilities of access 
<e afforded us.” 

The Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners were thus actually furnishing the 
information for the claim which they state was the “ result of the inquiries made by the 
“ Comptroller and Auditor General.” 

At the same time, as it appears to have been a just claim, I have no wish to disclaim 
■tho responsibility of having pointed it out. 


Interest on Mortgages ; Converted Leaseholds. 

In compliance with the directions of the 37th Section of the Irish Church Act, which 
requires the Comptroller and Auditor General to audit, and report upon the account with 
reference to the provisions of that Act, it having been found in course of the examination 
that the interest on the mortgages was received at 4 7. per cent., instead of at 5 7. per cent., 
the discrepancy was pointed out to the Commissioners, and explanation requested. 

Tho Commissioners replied, under date 16th May 1872, that "in all the mortgages, - 
“ from No. 33 to the end of account, 5 7. per cent, is reserved, subject to reduction to 4 7. 
sc per cent., if paid within 41 days after gale day.” 

As this reduction seemed not to be in accordance with the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 
Will. 4, c. 37, s. 155, under which these mortgages were effected, a further query was 
sent to the Accountants, asking them under what authority the “ rate of interest is varied 
“ according to the date of payment; ” to which they replied, that “ This was done by the 
“ authority of an order from Mr. Justice Lawson.” 

252. b 3 A further 
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A further query was Hcnt to the CommwBionerrt, requesting them in lurui-h n nTcrimcn 
“ to the Act, mul the section of the same, under which the order of Mr. Jiinicc Law -on 
“ was mado,” to which they replied, “The rate of interest. in :t!l cases of uh »rt (o 
“ secure purchase money, or any part thereof, when Urn Commissioners sell ;in\ luml, or 
“ interest in land, is, in the opinion of Mr. Justice Lawson, fixed by (lie .11.' ml Seeiiou of 
“ the Irish Church Act, at 4/. per cent.” 

These, however, were not sales under the 3!th Seel inn of I lie Irish Church Aei, hut 
conversions of leases into perjietuities under the .‘1 & -I Will. -I, e. 37 ; lie- 1. 1.7th Sec | inn 
of which fixes the interest at 5 l. per cent., and the Irish Clntreh .\«*l in no way rrgtihtli's 
these sales, except, that hy the 3 1st Seclinn it limits (he time In which . uch e.tnvcr imiH 
may be made to 1st January 1H74. 

There is no Act of which this department has any knowledge which mine lion. (he 
arrangement of a varying interest with respect In these perpeluiliea. 

It may, however, he ohserved, that at the very lime (hat I In* < 'umiiii • •imo-rs were 
defending their acts as against the interprelatioii coiileioled for hy iliii dcparlmciil, u Kill 
was introduced which passed into an Acton the loth August iNVl*. in which u ••lau .• was 
inserted to meet the doubts which hail boon raised. This i. jiraelicallv uiliniltcd at 
page 20 of the Report of the Commissioners, whore they stair, 

“ Hut in order to remove any douhl; upon Iho subject, I hey suggei-.lcd 1 1ml a •Ici-laialory 
“ clause should he introduced into the. Irish Church Amendment A«M ( tMVlf i, which was 
“done in Section 13 of that Act." 

That Section ruus as follows : — 

“ The provisions of Section 52 of the principal Act, utilliorUng ihc Comm;.' inner., to 
“ accept security for a portion of the purehnsu money, at the rate of! /. jar ivumm 
“ annum, shall he deemed to have been made applicable, and apply, in to (he rale of 
“interest, to cases of security contemplated hy the. I/i.Hh Seeiiou of the A.-i pa. od in 
“ the Session of Parliament hold in the 3rd and Jib years of Kiii? William th- l 'ourih 
“ chapter 37.” 

On a retrospective view of the fads hero set forth, it will ho noon that I have m.t 

beyond the duty imposed upon me hy the 37th Section of the lri.Ii Church Ad' and 
have merely pointed out where, in my opinion, llm Coimnissioiicrs have d.-partc! ’from 
its provisions. That 1 was right in my const motion of the Act is shown by the Commis- 
sioners iccimg it inoumhent upon them to obtain the iulroihiciioo „f ( i„. ... 

quoted into the Act 35 & 36 Viet. c. 50. J 

In commenting on this passage in my Report, the Commissii 


issionors slate 


ttat Min improperly 


See “ Decisions under 
the Irish Cliurch Act,” 
3rd odition, p. 38, by 
which tile purchase 
money has bocn largely 
reduced, so much so 
that the quostion of 
interest must have 
formed but a com- 
paratively small con- 
sideration with 
purchasers. 


of to It «,,r.^rU^uTi;7r .3l.l . 

0 l. per cent., thus diminishing their funds.” 

1 have made no “charge ” against the Commissioners, hut. luivo confined my-rlf 

to reporting to Parliament that interest had not. been credited « with rrl’crcnrr 
provisions of the Act.” 11 “ 11 n " 


educed 

■tained 


I riel ly 
to the 


1 ■ T7 foIlmv 41,0 <--'>mm;ssumcrs' “latemcul. will, regard I.. ll... i|„. y 

adopted m regiilatm!! “ now nmlliod of calculating tin. [>iii-<.I„ihi „r .,.,.|„iii,.J 

which has no ttouljt been attended with bniwfluinl results, nlllimi^l, in ,',|| . m ,lni ill i v llni 
Wationcf hmc*,, 1st January 1B74 hy the Irish Uurrl, Art of INIi!,! ,^1', whi'd 
tenanto can purchaso perpetuities, has hail no small inltniwo in cuusiugnmiiv |„ imrrluiH.- 
n wili be sufficient to .. . serve that, tin, , union of this lWriment S, , „ . ' ! 

influenced the course taken liy the Commissionors, hh the <mlv icirt I t.i,,l 
was to point ou, i that they had made this r,i,l„,,ti..;, wi I l “ml ,K.. ' “ h ' "iu'M o7 

wlueh has resulted 111 causing thorn to take measures, to use |, J w 

' to remove any doubt upon the subject,” „r more pmperl ■ ,1, ™ 1,, ' " 

anotio., to a course winch seemed contrary to Iho 'provisions' „r l m Art 3 * Wi ? 
c. 37, s. 155 (by which interest in these eimcs was regulated). 


Life Annuities. IWmmnit. Curates, 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
R eport, p. 23. 
Appendix to ditto, 
p. 27. 

Irish Church 
Temporalities 
Commissioners’ 
Report, p. 20. 


Judging from the spirit of the Irish Church Art, and from tin. I'ncl tl nl s,.„ti„„ I i 

comce under the division “ Compensations to persons doiirived „|' i„„„,„, ' 

me that Mowing the pruieiple laid down for emnpeusnt ng ,1 , 

that the compensation to curates should lie limited to the loss „ „ ,lh • * 

pasmn f of this Act, which did not deprive tlunu ,7a,ra in™,, Mmdml 2 

than the salary received from imnuulfcuts, that is, (Jlrarrli Amd, ""l 

that in the case of permanent curates, Vurliamont ini™ led to n ,,, , '''"T 

moomes not affected by the Act, hut atill enjoyed by then, till X X f. ".t • 

position so improved, that it pmetieally gives a large mmmmt < lifi,, , , f ! . “ 

for example, supposing a penuaneut curate was in re, mint uf H / ■ 1 


Gocatnplo, aixpiposing a pcniianoiit curate ^vus hi' reeled i *“*} 

2° I. from a lay patron the passing of the Act does i,„|, hlo. vivo ^'him^ ^ of t , , I, " ,'T' 

receives an annuity of 100f. per annum and slUl l.“ n 'lie lattvr. jtI lie 

patron; thus, in a/dition to the full eompensation reeeivid, his ^ 1^ 


20 1. a year. 
I am 


o?^S5ilr te 
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At, Urn wune time it is to bo observed that., according to the dictum laid down by the 
Master of the Rolls in a judgment on the Boulter ease, hereinafter referred to, there 
appears to be Home warrant for the view taken by me, that the 14th and 15th Sections 
should be read and interpreted in connection with each other. His words are: — 

“ Now, to properly understand this Section, according to the settled rules which have 
“ been laid down for the construction of Acts of Parliament, as well as all written instru- 
“ molds, it must, he read in connection with, and qualified by, the other provisions of the 
“ same. Act of Parliament.” 


Annuities : Boulter Fund. 

With regard to the remarks of the Commissioners under this head, the judgment of the 
Master of the .Rolls, which they state was given “ notwithstanding a very strong contcn- Comptroller and 
“lion to the contrary, and an able argument, in the full court,” must of course be held Auditor General's 
conclusive. Report, 1871, p. 23. 

1 have, however, to add that my Report was presented on the 1st August, and the Commissioners’ 
judgment of the. Master of the Rolls was not given till the 30 th October 1872. Report, p. 21. 

I have, at the same time, to observe that 1 made no “charge” against the Commis- 
sioners of which they are entitled to complain ; but. have simply put forward, as in the 
event of difference of opinion L was bound to do, my view of the interpretation of the 
Act, which it seems had some substance in it, inasmuch as the Commissioners admit that 
their view with reference to the passing of the Boulter Fund under the 11th Section was 
only enforced after strong opposition, or, to use their own words, “ notwithstanding strong 
“ contention to the contrary, and an able argument in the full court.” 


Commutations of Annuities, S/;c. 

My Report on the Account for the year 1871 contains the following statement: — 

“ In the settlement of some commutations, the gross amount of commutation claims has 1{e p 0rt 0 f t j ie 
“been reduced by the deduction therefrom of certain amounts due in respect of glebe Comptroller and 
“ house mortgages, &o., and the net amount of commutation only is entered in the Auditor General, 

“ Account,. _ . , Account 1871 , p. 24. 

“ By this mode of settlement the sums representing the discharged mortgages do not Import of the 
“ appear in the Account, and Parliament is deprived of the means of ascertaining what ^eraporalities 
“ has been the full amount paid in respect of commutation.” Commissioners, 

“ It also appears that the bonus of 12 per cent, allowed by the Act to the Church p . 22. 

“ Representative Body has been calculated not upon the gross, but the net amounts of 
“ commutation.” 

It will be perceived from the foregoing quotations that I dealt with the question chiefly 
jis a matter of account, considering that the full particulars should have been afforded to 
Parliament of the amounts received in liquidation of the glebe house mortgages. On 
further consideration, however, I am of opinion, that the course adopted by tlie Commis- 
sioners is, under the circumstances, defensible. 


Account for the Year to 31st December 1872. 


The Scaled Statement. 

With reference to tho remarks in my last. Report suggesting for consideration whether 
recourse should not. be bad to further legislation, with, a view of placing their validity 
beyond question, tho Commissioners pass over the reasons assigned lor the suggestion, in 
or (lev to fix on the concluding words of the paragraph in which it occurs a meaning 
which, if they aro read in connection with the context, they do not, and, as should nave 
been known to the Commissioners, they were not intended to bear, namely, that in my 
view tho Tithe Rentohargc could be made a permanent charge upon individual persons. 

I had, in the paragraph next but ono preceding that on which their comment is made, 
stated that by tho Gth Section, Article 1 of the Act, it lmd been “ enacted that the scaled 
“ statement shall ho deemed to be, and shall be, conclusive evidence of the amount ot the 
“ Tithe Rent chargeable upon the lands, and such statement shall, m relation to etocii 
« amounts as aforesaid, be binding Upon the persons liable to payment ot the same, 
i.e., for tlie time being. . , T , , .1 „ rp- .1 

This was a distinct and definite statement, clearly showing that I understood the lithe 
Rontcharge to be a charge not upon persons as imputed to me, but upon lands. n 1 
afterwards using the words to which the Commissioners take exception, 1 but transenoeu, 
or at all events closely followed, the language of the Act, which, after relern 
252. B 4 
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35 & 315 Viet. c. 90, 
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Page 5, Supple- 
mental Report. 


the charge as a charge upon lands, sots forth the owners as liiiMn («. payment of the 
same, and interprets the term ‘'owner” ns meaning the person lor the lime being liable 
to pay lientchargc. _ 

My conception of the nature of the Tithe UonLohnrgn, llierelore, remains precisely . what 
it was when my Reports wore written, and is simply confirmed by the recent decision of 
the Court of Queen’s lJcnoli, which the Commissioners eile as eslablishing llial the sealed 
statement “ is made conelusivo evidence of the amount of Til ho Kent charge, payable 
“ out of the land.” 

It seems remarkable that while the Commissioners found in iheir first Itepnrl. upon lliis 
authoritative exposition of the law as conelusivo of the I rue meaning of the. Ael, they 
should commit themselves, in their Supplemental Report, to Iho nlab'iiieiit lluit in llmir 
view “ what the legislature attempted to oilect by the. Act now under discussion," was lo 
accomplish the manifest “impossibility of fixing a pcrmnmml binding liability upon 
“ individual persons.” 

The imputation against the legislature is, L make hold In Hav, undeserved, and rests 
upon no sounder foundation than their miscousl ruction of my words above referred to, 
which the Commissioners are pleased to accompany with tlm remark, “ lids reiileuee clearly 
“shows that the writer wholly misapprehends the nature of the liability of which he is 
“treating.” Is it so sure that I alone am obnoxious to the imputation thus freely made 
against me ? 

The Commissioners remark, “In any case of contest, the npplolmoul hooks ami the deeds 
“ regulating the rights of the owners must he referred lo, ami are not dispensed vvhlt by 
“ the Act.” 

I have reason to believe from llio reports of my oflicers employed upon the exnmimilmn 
of the accounts, that, these applotmenl hooks are in such a condition, from age and other 
causes, as to bo almost useless, and it is understood that this Ael. was passed, among other 
reasons, to apply a remedy to this state of tilings. Although llu* Ael does not specially 
mention that the applotmout hooka are to he set aside, it virtually does jft», inasmuch uh 
the sealed statement, which is declared by tho (5th Section of lim it.') & 3(5 Viet. e. !)(>, to 
have been deposited in the Record Office, is, by the 1st Article of llm same section, hold 
to he conclusive evidence of the amount of Tithe Rent, charge chargeable upon the 
.land. 

Now, suppose, for example, that the amount chargeable on a cerlniu hind is included 
in the sealed statement as 5 1, and the owner of the land refers to an applet mmit book 
showing the Tithe Rent to ho included therein as •! /., would tlm applotmout hook prevail 
and set aside the scaled statement ? If so, what becomes of the decision of Iho Court 
of Queen’s Bench, quoted at page 23 of the Commissioners’ First Report, that “ iho sealed 
“statement is made conclusive evidence of the amount of Tithe Rout payable out tlm 
laud”? 1 J 

The Commissioners proceed to say “that they have clear power to deal with the 
“ Tithes vested in them in accordance with tho provisions of tlm Til lie. Ronlohurgo Acts, 
cct?^ accordingly increase or mince the amounts of Tithe Ron (charge on their 
“Rentals, so that such amount shall correspond with the amounls set Ibrlh in iho 
e Applotment Boohs” This seems to he opposed to their previous assertion, that aeoording 
to the decision of the Court of' Queen’s Bench, the statement was conclusive evidence of 
the amounts chargeable, upon the lands. And it is uIho inconsistent with the directions 
ot the Act, which provides that tho amounts chargeable upon tlm land if amended on 
, . y « 10 owner, shall bo amended “ without, reference to any delects, or technical 
(ttibcullacB in tho original applotmonta of Tillio composition.” 

Commissioners add, with reference to tlm orders reducing and apportioning 
tithe i cuts, that m every ease whoro any substantial increase or reduction was made, 
apportionment, of liability took place, tlm Commissioners have, in pursuance 
f _T , t ' lc i correction by an order on application bv, or notice lo, the 

t ti Gt ! C ,i Ly tlC ( | l,:ui r Jfc M ir,U! ’ m a luted by tlm Comptroller ami Auditor 

jjj.® ordcva have, not been made up and scaled ; but any person at nil 

‘ proceedings of Courts would bo aware that tlm entry ul* l he order 

cjl *«. C { m, w 1 w « l ’norow < I u ito sufficient, unless and until a question arises, 

mioalrmn an official order can bo at any time issued under tlm hoiiI of the Com- 
missionors. 


Page 4 of Supple- 
mental Report. 
Controller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report 1873, p. 3. 


in In n 7 in “™ ver *» *0 latte Mnavk w, that Iho anirv of such nnhim 

,m 'h '™“ ll "t «xl,il.U.i,l to my oilioo™ when they 
onmo ino.ni tho ordcrB under the seal of the Commissioimrnha.il not been prepared, 


, . '’'-m wi uiu v^ouumssio 

ti,om ,,r tii ° 

u tli'iairrimpitl.r.l' 10 amCD ,^' nfj ata of clerical ernwH, tho Commissioners observe (lmt 
The ramS whiSZ ,T T , , nln ' , ° ' vitl " n,t * h<! <''™ality of a mailed onlor." 
“oa B efrcori*IdhV™.t? 1Tnf ?' [l p ,u » ™l>ly ™o that those em.ra * have boon in sonic 
T»,r , ^ asurc, aud others wove still suhsisliua in November lost ” 

on admitted fact's if! R° 1>1 ? b f blc , "M°Mty of further legislative action, was grounded 
to he ™^lT i :^ 7 ^T rt , dc ll. r te 8ho ' TS *»t tho sealed statement, which was intended 


statement dariurml + 1 ,* a 7 T r , cnargoumo on tne lands, is not tlio 

Commission blw ll w Act r 5 av ? . boon d ?P 08lto(l the Record Office of tho 
which mio-ht nnssiblv lfc . conta,ns numerous errors and - 

wh on mi Q ht possibly, in the event of litigation, render its validity doubtful. 
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Sales of Property. 


“ ■ R ° 1 ’ 0rt *' s “ od " 0n injecting those mortgage deeds it was found, first, 

that many were not cxop.ut.ofl ; a*wm/l tl,«+ +i.„ Jr. °. 1 _ . 5 . » 


6 ° C “ m,> ** *• d “° a ° f * «»/* *» incorrectly 


i some of them.” 

, dl)c ln * 11 P lu ' ra ' 1 Temporalities Commissioners in their Report state : “ The Commis- 
sioners desire tooall intention to the gravity of the first charge, not perhaps at first 



M.-.1 .i .. - -f negligence against the solicitor entrusted 

V.nh the responsibility of tarrying out the details of these purchases. In reply, the 
l onimissii.no, •» deliberately assort that they cannot find a single instaneo in which they 
„ co, * vl! y cd liroporty without the entire pnreliaso-money being first paid or secured 
in aoem dance with the terms of the Act, &c. 1 

fl.i? J'l’M V 1>IaCC ’ 1 I 1 ' 17 . 0 <)l)8Crv ®> in rc l ,1 y> that by admitting that the meaning which 

they attach to my words is not at first sight, apparent,” the Commissioners have 
an interpretation to them which they felt was opposed to their obvi— -• 1 - 
signification. 


given 
■ious and natural 


I emphatically repudiate having made any charge against them of having conveyed 
property without the entire purchase-money beiiicr first naid or nonurofl in iwwiWlaTwta 
with the Act. 


! purchase-money being first paid or secured in accordance 
It is no part of the duty of this Department (a fact which should have 
Dceii known to the Commissioners) to take cognisance of the conveyance of property 
which immediately and solely concerns the interests of the purchaser. 

Its investigations have been properly and strictly confined to the duty of ascertaining 
that when property has been discharged from the rentals, the Commissioners have 
received an equivalent, cither in cash or partly in cash and pavtly in mortgage. 

it may, however, be well to show how the expression upon which the Commissioners 
have fastened ** meaning which they say “is not apparent at first sight ” came to be 
introduced into my .Lteports. 

. }* c . n . 1:il1 ? a *' c furnished to this Department, showing the amounts collectible from 
maividuals, for lands and tenements held on lease, or otherwise, from the Commissioners. 

Un the examination of these rentals it is found that with respect to numerous items no 
rent is collected, and there is noted against the item, in explanation, that the property has 
been sold. A date also is supplied by way of reference to a schedule furnished with the 
accounts, which schedule shows the conditions of the sale. On inspection of this sche- 
dule it is found that the property has been sold for not less than one-fourth cash, with a 
mortgage in security for the remainder. The cash is traced in the account as having been 
duly credited, and for the remainder, tor which a mortgage is said to have been taken, a fur- 
ther reference is given to another schedule (of mortgages). It is the duty of my officers to 
ascertain whether these mortgages are in existence, that is, executed ; in other words, 
whether m lieu ot the rent, which disappears from the rental, there is au equivalent, partly 
in cash and pavtly in mortgage. 

1 lie Schedules of mortgages referred to, furnished to this Department by the Com- 
missioners wore taken by my examiners to Ireland, who asked to be allowed to see the 
mortgages for the purpose of examination, when a large bundle of deeds was furnished for 
their inspection, lho business of the examiners was to examine the mortgages and to 
check them ofl against the Schedule with a view of ascertaining that such deeds had been 
taken for all property stated in the rentals to have been sold, and on which rent had 
ceased to be collected. In the performance of this duty, it was found that in numerous 
cases entries were made in the Schedules accounting for the property sold, and on 
which the rent had ceased to be collected for which mortgages were said to have been 
taken, hut which could not be found amongst those furnished to my examiners. On 
pointing out these facts at the office of the Commissioners, my officers were informed that 
the mortgages were with the solicitor. 

A proposal was then made, which they agreed to, that the Schedules should be sent to 
Mr. Ball with the view of showing what mortgages were required for inspection. 

This was accordingly done, and the Schedules, which are preserved in this office, were 
subsequently sent back with a note against each item thereon, in respect of which the 
<leed was not forthcoming, with these words “ not executed.” 

I subsequently caused a communication, dated 14th January 1873, to be addressed to 
the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, stating that — • 
tr It was. ascertained by the examiners who recently attended at the' offices of the 
ec Commissioners from this Department that the mortgage deeds having reference to the 
“ Schedule Nos. herein quoted could not, for various reasons, such as non-execution, &c., 
“ be produced for examination.” 

To which the Commissioners replied on the 8th of the following April : ” A Schedule 
“ of the several mortgages is herewith transmitted, with the remarks of the solicitor 
“ thereon.” 

This Schedule includes 104 cases in which property had been marked on the rentals as 
sold, the rents had ceased to be collectible in 1871, and the conditions prescribed by the 
52nd Section of the Irish Church Act as to the payment of instalments and interest had 
252. C been 
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been acted upon under the terms of tins intended murlgnges; bill in March 1 H7.‘t a largo 

S ortion of them had not, been executed, and again hI Home of thorn is written in (his Scho- 
ule “ not executed,” “ not yet executed." 

This paper, which is dated 27th March 1873, him Mr. Hall's name allae.lied |o il. 

On tne 22nd December 187«‘i 1 again addressed a query (<» Ihe ( 'oininiHsiuiiers, oliserviu<>- 
that the mortgage deeds, of which a list was given, and numbering f» 1 •* * * * were not furnished 
“ on tho application of the examiners who recently attended the nlliee.s of iheOununis- 
“ sionors,’’ and requesting “ that it may he stated whether these mortgage deeds are yet 
“ completed.” 

In their reply, under date 31st March 1874, the ( lonnnissimiers slate 
“The following mortgages have been completed,” and give a list of 1 1. 

It will be seen that, of the list of fll referred to in above query, do remained uin*xeeuted 
or not completed on the Hist March 1874. 

From thiB correspondence it will lie observed that neither the ( 'ommiuhiunere nor Mr. 
Ball ought to have been ignorant of the meaning attiieheil in my reports in the words 
“not executed,” which, as has boou proved, 1 borrowed and adopted from Schedules and 
other documents, one of which was signed by “ .John Hall.” 

I cannot dismiss the subject without; referring for a moment to the following paragraph 
in the Supplemental Report of the Commissioners. 

Supplemental “ The charge made in the Kcporl lbr tJui year 1872 was not us here, slated ; il was in 

Report, p. 6. “ the following words, viz. ‘That, on inspecting (lie mortgage deeds il was found that 

“ ‘ many were not executed.’ This can only hear one meaning.” And then thev say that 
the charge “ seems now to have been withdrawn." 

Idem p. 6, para- In tbis P ns8a g? they assert that the words quoted from my Report of 1872 “ run only 

graph* 2 . “bear one meaning;” whereas their llrst, Htiitetuenl, above refer red to, wuh, that, it was 

susceptible of two meanings, an obvious and an occult meaning, and they preferred In adooi 
tne latter. 1 

This is followed up by the allegation that the charge “seems now to have, been 
“ withdrawn,” while my Hccond statement was in fact a mere repetition of the words 
which have given so much unnecessary umbrage, 

These inconsistencies arc only in keeping with one of a similar kind which I have 
already commented upon, where the Commissioners stale Hint the charge dm I the Mill 
bection of the Act lmd not boon fully complied with, had been practically withdrawn, 
because I admitted, at a subsequent date, that the evidence which was required, hut not 
forthcoming to substantiate, the legality of the payment made under the , Sect ion in 
question, had been since producod. 


Charges an the tien of Armagh 

yaluatum of tic rovcmiM, &o.,of tho Arnliliinhniw, Hiah„ |w , Inomiilionla, 
„ "““L TL -““T tax. rate, M. nt ami 

D t • Scbe( } ulc (A.) to thus Act annexed." 

' of D«rv^om C S,°, f t lC r >0 Aot roliovod tho ArehbMum <.r Anun K U ami tho lllilum 

“"I 1 ' , “!>" 1i "Kly. who.' (liny Unwind (he 
Tax If it waa the dulv [ . t 'T. vtl if iIl ^ ar ^y fovuiMluai with thoin routalH of Iho Mooloaiaationl 
Tax on the Ea tlfj T I)o I , " rt ““"‘ <•»>«!»<. an.t In nnn Oml Iho Hooloalaalioal 
duty to e to Z d e omhf , f ,T‘ S iml '«.„u„to.l for, it ,vu» n.,linlly it, 

snm, as in the case of* the other Sons and liom'fieo" f 11 v,u ' ull,k 

AtohS„7ef‘ WhT^ oharj.o by tho 

sent to the Commissioners for cxplanatiom”^ " m<! ° ' mmal 'J' W71 - ““ ,l 11 <1«<”7 was 

is generally 3 ^d^^hcToU^Lg^avoiT^amOinU ° duo . (V, ." | >1 l “ l ••tinum-y to 1st July 
the 14th March (consequent nroLhlv on t L 4 Vt i°^ 0l , Va , , ° tm * or ,uul ««iumI ou 
“ soon be paid.” 1 1 F ° babiy > on tho dated the 1 1th), “ and will, no doubt, 

*2"iTes ***** tn u ' ot p-«“ rf *• <*«*• 

that “the balance of the charge from 1st in ™ply to the same query, state, 

“ the ordinary way, 9 h P cllobor l «H, will bo deddetod in 

Subsequently, on tho 30th Auril^mT Hceoiiuts wilh tho Primate.” 

Commissioners, requesting to be infnrmnd ii? 1 . c iyovy was addressed to tho 

“ Armagh has heed brougVto a ^ n t » ^ th ° balanco of on tho See of 

The Commissioners replied, “ The lmlnnr.« f l 
“1871, has not been brought to account T1^ 1 1 st . July t( > 9th October 

“ the Lord Primate was not liable for this A dcculod ou °W oa1 ’ tbat 

As 
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tlie !Stl“ ». and a. 

hli — e;™ which could have 

appointed by Ptvmiunoiifc to cxauduc an^renort on rf** -’T *• 0fficer 
whoso duty it was to hoc that this charge on the Sop JpT ”* 8 *? r lta ^formation, and 
account cquiilly with all the. other revenues of the rv of . A . rm «gh was duly brought to 
Tax, Tithe Rents, Land Baita, &o. Commissioners, such as Ecclesiastical 

'ilie answer given by the Commissioners, to which thev refer left It . • 
whether the money had or had net been mid • »nd lei™- " . . 81 ' le,t lfi nncertain 
surplus, I have t„ observe, with IS to the Ynf™^ ’ " “ '’ 1 °- W thl> V 168 ' 1 ™ of ,hl! 

AVocJ («M to tte Credit of the t»,W Bishop ^„ w Fmd 

bi ;: ’ . 

u , >«l»y t ‘ 10 * .omimmioncrs stated that — 

« Bi2jrfMSS.S OT ‘ l6 ‘ JiU "" Uy 40 5 ‘ h Oo * obor 1871 '‘ ave bem “bunted for by the 

“ CoSridi^^ W2 ’ ™ to *• -edit of the 

TUo dividend to 5th April 1872 has been brought to credit 

With respect to the dividend to 5th October 1871, which has not been brought 
to ci edit, the Commissioners have furnished a statement of payments made bv the 
Old tl’il for wluel * th « Commissioners were responsible from 1st January 1871 

and winch, they say, accounts for the expenditure of that dividend. 7 ’ 

F,n,d tV frn C nT l Sh °7orf° a “ oun f received by the Bishop of Meath from Bishop Evans’ 
Fund from October 1866 to October 1871, and the expenditure to 1872 inclusive on 
wind, a balance appears of SO /. O.v. 5 d., which has been Credited in the accounts But °t 
does not show the appropriation of the dividend to 5th October 1871, nor how much of it 
nus expended, and luiw the balance of 50 7. Os. 5d. was arrived at. 

,,n;,l 8 f!!V° UC l f i r pa ? aK1 ” t f \° ^'dividual clergymen, and no account of actual sums 
rlj “Jl k f T ? * ,0M ! f«rm»hed, in the words of my Report, « it is impossibls to state 
whether this balance is or is not correct.” 

frnl! tlw? r ly •°i add ti ; at a< i c . m ‘ nts fu r niahed by the Commissioners cannot be excepted 
™ f 1 1 VVmo }l )l ? a . and ™ lci ? wh, . ch regulate the examination of all other accounts, nor 
can the mere docisum or dcclaration.of any accountant that his account is correct be taken 
as sufficient evidence of its being so. 


Stock vested in, and transferred to, the Commissioners. 

£.645 19s. Id. 


St. Wer burgh's Parish. 


Tim Commissioners quote the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General, and 
observe (page 26), ■ It might he supposed from this paragraph that the Commissioners 
„ lmt J compensated the minister ot St. Werhurgh’s for the dividends upon this stock, 
and had not since taken any action to realise the fund.” 

l n m i r Import, page 5, it is distinctly stated in the Commissioners’ own words that 
the stock referred to has not hem commuted, there being a doubt ob to whether it vested 
111 the Commissioners, and the investigations respecting the same not having been 
concluded by the solicitor.” 6 

With reference to the Commissioners’ statement that my Report implied that they had 
not ‘taken any action to realise the fund,” it must be observed that it conveys no such 
meaning. J 

The subject was first brought before the Commissioners on the 28th November 1872, 
when they stated that ‘‘the investigations respecting the same have not as yet been 
concluded by the solicitor.” On the 4th February 1873, they were again written to 
on the subject, and replied, “ The property in this case is still in course of investigation.” 
On the 30th of October 1873, my examiner being in Dublin, brought the subject 
under notice, when he was informed that “ a letter will be sent to-day asking the church- 
“ wardens for a reply to previous communications in July last.” 

2 52. C 2 Again, 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, p. 5. 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, 1872, p. 5 . 
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Again, on the 17th December and !l()lh December 1H7-I, nml 1 1 111 January 1H7.7, the 
matter was brought under the attention of the ( 'oiimiissioners, when they slated in 
reply— 

“ The CommiaaionevH have completed Iheir investigations no far us to claim the .stock, 
“but the Trustees dispute the title of the Commissioners to the same, ami ns the origin 
“ of the fund is involved in groat obscurity, the question may finally have to lie decided 
“ by a court of law.” 

Although I have in no way imputed to the Commissioners that they hud not “taken 
“ any action to realise the fund,” a review of the correspondence shows that it occupied 
more than two years to coinpleto “their investigations so far ns to claim the stock." 

liaildiny Charyrs. 

I have no further observation to make on this sulijee.l. 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, p. 7. 


Expenses of Commission. Lit/ til /I rune It. 

“As it appeared that the Commissioners’ solicitor, who is a. salaried oHieer of dm 
“ Department, received foes for tlm preparation of mortgages ami oilier deeds, and also 
“ the costs incurred in collecting aiTonrs of rent due to the Commission, ami that, moru- 
“ over, such arrears were not paid at once into the dank of I reluml, Imt were bulged to 
“ his credit at his own hank, a correspondence took place on tin* subject, which will be. 
“ found in the Appendix to this Report.” 

The Commissioners in their Report, page 2K, quote the above paragraph, frurint/ out 
the latter part of it, which gave a reference to the facts which justified it’ and say, 

“ The abovo paragraph suggests — 

“ 1st. That Mr. Ball was in the habit of receiving fees and costs to which he was not 
“ entitled. ’ 

... . ^ R b dhat he improperly lodged moneys of the Commissioners to his own credit with 

Ins banker. 


, On the first head, as regards fees, it seems su/lieient for me to remark that the CJnui- 

nnssioners, while taking exception to the inference which, they say, is to he drawn from my 
TZl" ovul ' ,ooli 1,10 that in a let ter addressed hv them to (he Treasury, 
SS-r 1 * -i 87 , consequent on a query raised by me, themselves directly charged 
then sohcitor with receiving tecs to which he was not: entitled, in the following 'words e-- 
2SiV'4Vict c 150 « 1 ; lc Gom " l,aslo " c ^ therefore thought that (lie receipt of these foes by Mr. Hull was 

^ t.c.150, f **M"*\**jmA* a Minut,' declaring that they would not 

sanction the exaction oj these fees by him for the future." J 

inct li? 8 X r l ° f “ my ¥ ei>0, ' l; i lro iu unambiguous language to be •• costs 

roktb" to So KUI.-lii.il I till- <|ll.-l.li..n 

3 or tSc d,m if X T “! l " vc ’>. "T' 1 '>>• mo inil.il So ml, or IN7II, Hourly ,v vmr 

WiA « lr °"“ Ury lott ” «l»n by tho (!.iiiiinWimi,, K 

Wltll lCPpect to these costs r«i*on//i/l )„• Aif.. II..II I'... _ ii 


Wl t™!,. i mm nnnuuiu upon l,y tlm (Imnum 

f «*“ nwoivoa by Mr. Hull I'or oolloo.liuo 

- It . 31”? h? 1 ?™' 1 ® 1S , M ’ ...bb'oHsocl tlm ( P 

it is lequestcd that it mnv 1»« i. ... 


ars of rent, I, by 


« ft is roniinstirl ti f N )Cr , * tul( !'‘ t!Hi,l ‘ (1 the < ’oinmiHsioiiew iu these terms : 

‘‘totlm ('™ ;t - d ““ tltm “ ybo sbitoll .vlmllmr, tvlmu litlm i-nl or ollior olinr-os iluo. 

Z M I" Dm -Mtat r,L uro riui ,0,1 


Comptroller and 
Auditor General’s 
Report, p. 1;). 


Comptroller nud 
Auditor General’s 
Report, p. ]3. 


rune-payers, &c„ and, il 
(oOmmiBsionerSj or retained by tho Bol'miUir '/ ” 

tlml 1° MrlW, wider (Into IMU, Oolobor IB7.1, 

: ssI§P^ 

subject of fees, it was stated^" At tl !° ltl!P H mh ,)t 'l»" rt ." u '" t ' <•<> 'he 'freusury on the 
“their Lordships that Mr li,.ll „ Ha “ 10 1,11,0 1 J im 1(1 1' 01 "*' *»nt, for the information of 

-* 

retention of these” costa^by^M? B a J w^directly sanctioned or prohibited the 

letter, observed that “ the 7 collection of 1 a “ if 1 } 187.’$, to my 


letter, observed that “ thccXctin,,nrl!. 1U r ,W,MW0 1 P * ol * °? 1 J Liubov 1H73, to my 
“is certainly service for tlm p • ? lrcftp| * u { rent, duo to tho Church Commissioners 
“ unless tlmy are 0, ,' ly - it' 1 ' 1 Mr - »®ir‘ - 1 ' ™"l» <”'■ it, 

" covered if any ">» ** 2.1 ft W Viel. 1.10. ». fi, U n„l 


« M uu«emcnis falling m 
covered by any authority of this Hoard." 

Appendix, Comp- « w hen bv^heir Wff, Commisaioners, of 21st January 1H7-I they «uv “ that 


p. i 


With regard to tlm ! or tho CommisBionors.” # 

P »P f, C-’Miptoll.r " »f the CommisBionera to L m ’' 0 iMip'Orninoys 

a, v‘ -Auditor Gene- incorrect puraijlirase, are “anol, „° C U Wlt 1 118 l a . , C1 ’ nx Y words, of which this is an 
r.1'1 but wc.4 lodged to L or£ t il™- ^ ' 1 ‘ °“' ;0 tl ‘° B “" k ° f Irck,u1 ' 


By 


Since tins Report was written n l.it , , — . — ■ 

uot to be allowed to retain tl,™ cm,, intimating that Mr. Bdl i, 
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By the 36tfi Section of die Irish Clmvcl Act, the Treasury are empowered to determine 
the bank in which the Commissioners shall keep their moneys, rents, &o., and having 
by a letter of the 30th September 1860, named the Bank of Ireland for that nu?’ 
tocamo my duty to ascertain whether the directions of the Treasury had been 
« il n C W1 B * ence a T ler .l 7 lvas scnt t0 the Commissioners requestin'* them to state 
“ whether when arrears of rent are collected by the solicitor, tli e amounts ^so obtained 
« InV ^ - t0 l - 011 aocou " t , a ? tho Bank of Ireland, or whether they are lodoed by the 
solicitor in Ins name at Ins own bank.” In reply the Commissioners stated “ when 
„ ti'C solicitor receives moneys on behalf of the Commissioners, the orders bein- payable 
„ t0 llml > .Judges them at us own bank, in his own name,a»if u bound & \Icount 
„ money received, and to lodge such money to the credit of the Commis- 

sioncrs. 

rooo, l ,t of this answer, a further query was sent to the Commissioners, which, 
among other questions, asked — ’ » 

“ y ho ‘ U “' bitorest has boon received by Mr. Ball for the amount so lodged,” and 
I lie date of the Commissioners’ order directing him to account every week for monev 
so received. .Lhcso two questions the Commissioners left unanswered 1 

As it was my duty to inform the Treasury that the 36th Section of the Act had not 
attention” '"f' ’ / “Iw d m 5’. SGlf °. f tUo opportunity of inviting their Lordships’ 
replied to * *“* * '“* ccrtam P omts sct <lut ila query No. 8, have not been 

two points”" 10 ' Va8 taIC0 " “ conse ' lu ' :n00 of tIle reti °™ aa °f the Commissioners on these 

It appears from the Report of the Commissioners that the Treasury wrote to them on 
the subject on 27th February 1873, and that on the 3rd of March following, their 
secretary, Mr. Codloy, wrote to the Treasury, stating that "no interest on money belong- 
ing to the Commissioners has been received by Mr.'Ball” “ 

- Cm^ti'ami **** " ** A »° ndk th ° *»« *• 

The answer to this statement is very simple. It is this I have never Been nor heard 
ox tne letter ; there is none such m this office ; and it was therefore not in ray power to 
print it. All the irritation and inconvenience which resulted from its non-publication 
would have been avoided had the Commissioners called my attention to the omission 
and, on ascertaining that it was not due to any fault of mine, sent me a copy of the letter 
in question. 

. 11 would thci * have bccn inserted in my subsequent Report, with an explanation of the 
circumstances above narrated. 

Ar er< r» r< ii na * nS ^ ie otber P°int, “ the date of the Commissioners’ order, directing him 
(Mr. hall) to account every week for money so received.” 

To this question the Commissioners have furnished me with no reply, and there is no 
evidence in my possession that they have communicated with the Treasury on the subject: 
at least, their Lordships have not acquainted me with the fact of their having clone so. In 
their Report, although the Commissioners refer to the question affecting the interest on 
sums deposited in his bank by Mr. Ball, they remain silent as to the date of the order 
requiring him to account every week for money so received. 

Tvr T1 i> koromissiouers state, in reply to the query under date 16th December 1872, that 
Mr. Ball “ it f bound to account, every week for money received, and to lodge such money 
“ to the credit of the Commissioners.” 

I. ho inference to be drawn from this statement is, that the rule thus established was 
regularly complied with, which, in answer to a subsequent query, they state to be an 
arrangement “ considered by the Commissioners satisfactory.” 

The following particulars explain how the arrangement was carried out. The weekly 
echedules furnished to my Department for : — 

3 weeks to 8 Fobi’uary 1873, and the total of the 3 weeks collected was not 
paid by Mr. Ball until 10 days later. 

2 „ 22 IT ebruary „ and the total of the 2 weeks collected was not 

paid by Mr. Ball until 10 days later. 

2 „ 8 March „ and the total of the 2 weeks collected was not 

paid by Mr. Ball until 17 days later. 

3 ,, 29 March „ and the total of the 3 weeks collected was not 

paid by Mr. Ball until 11 days later. 

3 „ 19 A.pril „ and the total of the 3 weeks collected was not 

paid by Mr. Ball until (no date stated). 

1 week to 26 April ,, and the total of the 1 week collected was not 
paid by Mr. Ball until 16 days later. 

8 weeks to 21 June „ and the total of the 8 weeks collected was not 
paid by Mr. Ball until 11 days later. 

_ It will thus be seen that, out of 22 weeks’ collection, subsequent to the time the Commis- 
sioners stated that Mr. Ball “is bound to account every week,” in only one week did he 
carry out their directions, and in no case did he pay over the money at once, but retained 
it in his possession for periods varying from 10 to 17 days after the period of account 


252. 


c 3 


Commissioner's 
Report, p. 28. 
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Page 29. 


I am Unable to say whether the order holding Mr. Bull bound to aeeount weekly was 
or was not tho result of my query. But it is cerium, from the two schedules attached to 
my Reports on the Accounts of 1K72 and 1K72, thal it was not enforced. 

That my representations have, however, not been without clfcct is demonstrated by a 
-- letter from the Treasury, to bo found, with the other correspondence, in the Appendix, in 
which I am informed by their Lordships that Mr. Ball is directed to account for all sums 
received by him daily. 

Mr. Justice. Lawson's Minute of G/h ./mat ary 1H74. 

The Commissioners in their Report, observe, “ Tho Minute referred to insists that when 
“ the Commissioners have judicially decided u question, or taken ami settled an account, the 
« «»+ trn lwiluiwl tl„,t ,\ reference to the. 


tne L-oininiBsumers nave judicially uce.iue.ii a <|iieHMon, or tiiu 
“ Auditor should not go behind that decision, or re open that ueeount. A reference to the. 
“ Minute and tho oases referred to in it will at once show that such was its moaning. TIwh is 
“ what the Commissioners have throughout insisted upon, ami not, us the Auditor Clenoral 
"Buggests, tlmt ‘an order and the. receipt of the person to whom the money Inis been paid 
“ ‘ should he accepted as satisfactory for all purposes of audit’ ; language not to he, Ibund 
“in the Minute, nor to be fairly inferred from it.” On referring to the Miuuto, it is 
found to run thus : “ The Commissioners are clearly of opinion tlmt their order for the 
“payment of money is conclusive tlmt the money has been properly applied to a purpose 
“ tor which the Act provides, and tho production of hiic.Ii an order, with the receipt, of the. 
person in whose favour it is made , is all that ouylit to he reouiml." 

It is difficult to imagine what meaning Mr. .Justice Lawson could have intended to 
convey by these words, if that placed upon them by this Department he not tins correct 
one. The interpretation given to it is not only to ho “ fairly inferred from it," hut in 
giving expression to this interpretation, 1 have adopted alnumt the identical words of tho 
Minute. The facts out of winch it arose may make this more, clear: Tim B7t.li , Section of 
the Irish Church Aot provides that the Accounts of the Irish Clmrch Temporalities Com- 
missioners shall be “audited, certified, and reported upon, with roloreuc.o to (he. provisions 
ot tins Act, and in conformity with the powers ami regulations prescribed in the 
‘‘Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 18(1(1.” The. 27th Section «»f the Kxe.hemier ami 
Audit Departments Aot directs that “ the Comptroller and Auditor (ionorul shall use.or- 
tarn, first, whether the payments which tho. accounting department has charged to tho 
grant are supported by vouchors or proofs of payments, ami second, whether tlm money 
expended has been applied to the purpose or purposes for which such grant, was intended 
to provide. It may be hero observed that, as tlm Act, does not define what is to bo 
considered a good voucher or proof of payment, Parliament has invested the Head of this 
vn?,wT ffi* J, f 1 ' ot, ™yy 1’™“' "f <lani«i:iiR wlmt, in I, is ,iu<l K imnit. may liu a proper 
voucher oi sufhciont proof of payment to warrant him in certifying t.o the correctness of 
an account. J * ‘ 1 

"» having been muile to 

Mr. Jolm Ball, the solicitor to the Commwoononi, for diabmwimimb, made by him on 

m L W Mm i“™ W T- 1 7 10 ■■ T>,h v,,ucl “’ r “ • **“*»'" "I’ .IwbilmiiS 

made by him in respect of certain arbitration cases, and amongst the items are— 

Paid coats of appellant as per award - oio .* if 

Ditto - ditto - ditto - ,.12 - 10 

Paid shorthand writor’s report of arbitration - - - u i« a 

Hire of rooms, &c. &e. _ 0 

on to™beM e b wS°™f Sr W" 1 ? 'r 0 1»-»‘1.«-0.1, but there in a oorlilioato 
“initialed,” signed, IV. Uigh BmaJ ' aV ° lm ’ lluM ' 1 1,1 lur thoilolm, 

eon®/ ” 7 ItisS"r c fZTr r* Commissi, mom, „r whinh the following is a 

J “u-TI n th “‘ ‘ hC ™ cl,8ra “V 1,0 *»n»onttml to this iiepavtimml.” 

«*ru 1C ” Commissioners ropliod: 

“ Wte^TlK.mSng'l^y m“ <1 ' m “5 i T il ’ ,ll |™ U "’ lr 

The Minute referred to states :i " M “ mta 1,1 ““ Mh ,n " taut ” 

Pi 1 " " f 'Imlninwnionta made by him 
« that bill, ° f th6 1 ™>> Aot of 1 Will. I examino 

“sanction if, in fact, made. I direct our chief* nil”??* aiul . ,0 S ul « un<1 Hueh as I would 
“it; Mr. Ball producing to him tlm W? 1 , ? i k t0 oxau ‘ mo th< ' ; he vouches 

“ that the disbursements 0 have been, in fact made* S°T dl ° Ca ? 0 ’ aud hf is mt M ed 
to Mr. Ball. This 

to appellants of thei^bills of 'cortf' 21 With rtfc'renre t 'th °S" tai " a 0, ' ai ?» 8 Rw payments 
of the Exchequer and Audit Art I V»b«!l f thc . ( } 11 ' e0t ' 0 ”» o* tho 27t.h Section 
receipts taken for these dL“r s eme„, S ® vouchors and 

“ payment” required by the Act^The' r^ply rt^tho^^oinmisstoBcra Zthat < “'ouf chief 

“ olerk ” 
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U t T }”± h Zl^Tli r e ^ U • “ am l he i8 satisfiefl that the disbursements have been, 
m tact, made I he Commissioners do not seem to perceive that it was not intended 
that an account should be rendered to their satisfaction, or that of‘ their chief clerk • but 
that such evidence should be furnished that payments “ had been, in fact, made ” as 
wo ^ l id fairly enable me to report them to Parliament for allowance 5 

Mr. Justice Lawson proceeds to observe, that “ the Comptroller and Auditor General 
0l 'g lt t0 l ’o satisfied with my investigation and allowance of this account, aiid m-der 
made theicon. 1 his is an argument which might be advanced by any public account- 
J* u ? ' Jt - 18 which consistently with the functions of this Department could never 

be admitted. With respect to the particular payments referred to in the Minute no 
T ! T\ r r ,l -T 1° ? 1<av P ro P r5ct y ; all that has been required is that pro’per 
evidence should be furnished that the parties entitled to the amounts have actually * 
received them. The vouchor supplied only proves that the amount was SeSJd by 
Mi. Ball to liquidate their chuma, but whether he has done so, there is nothing to show 
beyond the statement that the Commissioners’ chief clerk “ is satisfied.” The fact, however 
tiraccount UC * thW D ° l,artin ° nfc mU8t bo cortific<1 before it can declare the correctness of 

w®'® IS Cnt t0 M r- Ba r SPJ * 0 °? ly l0 ,°^ d ?P°" in th .° %bt of an imprest to enable 
him to disclungc certain liabilities for which the Commissioners wore responsible. In 
support of the payments to him, Mr. Ball has simply furnished a schedule of these 
liabilities, and bis own receipt for the amount, instead of the bills and receipts of the 
parties to whom the sums were due, which should have been furnished to this office in 
accordance with law and practice, as evidence that the amounts had actually been paid to 
the parties who were entitled to them. The effect of the Minute would be, practically to 
except the Irish Church Accounts from the operation of the statutory powers vested in 
epartmont, and to constitute the Commissioners, more or less, their own auditors 
I lie other matters referred to in Mr. Justice Lawson’s Minute have been fully dis- Comptroller ^ 
"" 1,1 1"? ™ tJie Account., 1872 and 1873. It may, l.awevor, be observed SSSw. 

that the opinion cxpiesHod in the Minute that an order for commutation, “ when made by ^ e P°rti 1872, p. 23. 

us, is binding, and should not be rescinded unless in case of fraud or wilful misrepre- 
sentation,” is materially modified in the Report of the Commissioners, who now sub- ■ 

statute the words •' misrepresentation” and “inadvertence,” the last being adopted to H™ort,T“" 
cover the over-payment of 8407 6 .,. id, brought to light by this Department, which was 
made, not through “fraud orwdlul misrepresentation," but from an act of “inadvertenoe” 
m their office. 


Commutation Claims. Omissions from Rentals , 

In my Roport on the Account for 1872, in adverting to the Minute of M 
Lawson, it was stated incidentally, with a view of showing the importance of an 
of the Commutation Claims, in order to ascertain that all landed property vest 
Commissioners had been duly brought to account in the charge rentals, tha 
“ found that 96 rents, involving an annual receipt of 1,363 l. 17 s. 5 d., had bee 
“ from the rental.” 

The Commissioners, replying upon this observation, refer to an explanation required by 
them from the officer in charge of the Collection Department, which they declare 
“ furnishes a satisfactory answer to the charge.” 

In his explanation, the officer in question correctly states the nature of a charge 
rental, and of a collection rental. The charge rental “is a schedule of all lands vested 
“ within the year-.” 

The collection rental shows the amounts receivable, the amounts received, and the 
arrears due on lands vested in the Commissioners, and included in the charge rental. 

The collector correctly states that it follows that no property should be included in the 
collection rental (simple), from which rent was not receivable within the year. He then 
says, “ I proposed to the Auditors to dispense with part of the Charge Rental for that year, 
“ and to take for purposes of audit, the Collection Rental as a charge Rental for 1872,” 
* * * * * “ on my adding the names of the Townlands, which are not usually given 
“ in a Collection Rental,” the effect of which was to make it applicable, as the collector 
mentions, to the double purpose of charge and collection rentals. The object, as the 
collector states, of the combination of the two rentals in one, was to save time and 
expense. In compliance with this agreement the Commissioners furnished separate 
charge and collection rentals for the Sees and Dignities, and for the Benefices a combined 
charge and collection rental, which is thus endorsed by the Commissioners : — 

“ Rental. 

“ Landed property. 

“ And charge rental (excluding Sees and Dignities).” 

The collector proceeds to say that the auditors in checking the commutation claims with 
the rentals, discovered the omission of the 96 rents, and observes, that “ on investigation 
“ it appeared that these properties had (with three exceptions, as to which a special 
“ explanation was given to the auditors) vested after the last gale day in 1872, and there 
“ not being any rent collectible within the year, they were of course omitted from the 
“ collection rental, which, for this exceptional year, was the document on which the 
“ auditors by consent, as already stated, based their Report.” 

2.52.> c 4 Now, 


r. J ustice Comptroller and 
inspection Auditor General’s 
ed in the Report for 1872, 

t it was Commissioners’ 
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Now if thin rental had been simply u collection rental, it would have lieen quite correct 
to omit the rents, oh they (lid not become collectible within the year, but aw it. was agreed, 
even according to the collectors own version lbr Ibis year, to lake “ the collect, ion rental 
« as a charm rental,” ami as this is moreover confirmed by the laot already staled, that 
the collection rental was endorsed “ and charge rental,” the omission therefrom of the 90 
rente was a grave error, and the record of the responsibility of the Commissioners was 
therefore to tluit extent imperfect. t , 

When tlieso errors were pointed out, the collector, as 1m slates, gave a supplemental 
“rental (if these particular properties, ” which lie endorsed » Nujijikmenlnl chari/e rental, 
“ landed property vested within one year, ending Hist. December 1872 evidencing by 
this fact that the rental which he now (reals, for the purposes ol Inn argument, as simply 
a collection rental, ho considered, as it was agreed, and was described to ho on its 
endorsement, a chtm/c rental, as well as a collection rental. . 

Notwithstanding the collector’s argument that the 90 rents wore omitted because there 
was nothin** collectible on them within the year, it is found that other properties on which 
no rent was collectible within the year have been included, ami properly so, because 
they came on charge within the year. 


They were as follows : — 

Dublin, St. John’s^ - - 
Dublin, St. Catherine's - 
Cashel, Fenner - - - 
ICilmorc, Castle terra 


vested 201 b November 1872. 
„ 7th November 1872. 

,, 28th October 1872. 

„ Mill October 1872. 


The collector proceeds to say, that the paragraph in my Report “ appears to imply that, 
“ bad the rentals not been investigated _ by the Audit Olliee, tlicHO 90 items would have 
“ been omitted, and the rents left unclaimed.” 

In answer to this, all I think itncecHsary to Hay is, that I dealt with actual facts, 
What tlie results might have been if the errors admitted to have been made had not been 
pointed out, it is useless to speculate upon. 1 1 should be borne in mind that, in the passage 
of my Report which lmsformod tho subject of tho Commissioners’ remarks, l was but speaking 
of the rentals incidentally, as showing the importance of an investigation by my Depart- 
ment of the commutation claims, with reference to the ascertaining that (ho property 
included therein was duly recorded in tho charge rentals, which show the responsibility 
of the Commissioners. Had it been my object to give a detailed statement, of errors in 
the Tithe and Land Dentals, I might, among numerous other inaccuracies, have directed 
attention to tho omission to bring into the charge rentals 9!) perpetuities, the annual 
rent of which amounts to 7,489/. 3.?. These were added to the charge rentals of 1872, 
at the requestof tho auditors, on the 14th November 1873. With regard to tho three 
properties (forming six of the 96 items which were omitted) tho collector, hh shown above, 
admits that, as tho rents due from them became collectible within the year, they should 
have been included in the combined collection and charge rental, oven though it bad 
been, as lie now argues, a collection rental only. They were as follows : — 


Number. 

Annual Rent. 

When Vested. 

13,025 - 

,C. s. d. 
116 3 - 

9 May - 1872. 

13,026 - 

2 5 - 

9 May - 1872. 

13,027 - 

1!) 15 - 

9 May - 1872. 

13,028 - 

14 - - 

9 May - 1872. 

13,031 - 

25 - - 

13 April - 1872. 

13,023 - 

6 5 - 

0 February 1872. 

£. 

183 8 - 



It is certainly not beyond the bounds of probability that had tho commutation claims 
not been inspected by tho auditors, tlieso rents might have been lost sight of. 

The collector’s Report concludes with the observation, that. “ the Auditor General did 
“ not raise any question as to those routs until October 1873.” In reply, it may bo stated 
that .tho rentals, which included transactions up to the 31st Docombcv 1872, wore not 
furnished to the auditors until 1st August 1873. It would, therefore, appear that it took 
the Commissioners aoven months to proparo and balance them. On tho other hand, tho 
auditors, immediately on their receipt, commenced tho examination, and as soon as that 
was completed they proceeded to Dublin, to ascertain, by a comparison with the com- 
mutation claims, that they included all the property that had vested in the Commissioners, 
and it WHS' in this last process, early in October, that thcBO omissions woro detected. 
Thus it will be seen that; although tho rontals were not received by tho auditors for 
seven, months after the transactions to which they rolato had been concluded, no time 
was lost by my Department in investigating their correctness. 
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Account, 1873. 


Tithe Rentckarge. Sealed. Statement. Sales of Property. 

The observations of the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners on these subjects 
have been fully answered in the preceding remarks on the Account for 1872. 


Stamp Duty on Merging Orders. 

I have nothing to add to the observations I have made on this subject. I am quite 
aware that the decisions of the Commissioners are final, but they are not exempt from 
criticism under the powers conferred upon the Comptroller and Auditor General by the 
37th Section of the Irish Church Act. 1 

Rents. Tithe Rentckarge. 

1 stated in my Report on the Account to the 31st March 1873, that there were 2,800 Page G. 
lithe Rents which had vested in the Commissioners on which no collection had been 
made by them. 

In their Supplemental Report they meet my observation by stating that the rental p a(?e 6 
of 1873 shows, in comparison with 1871, a decrease in the arrears amounting to 22,000 1. 6 

and, in the rental for 1874, a further reduction of 21,000 1. appears. 

This is no answer to my remark, but it will be well to consider it for a moment. 

Ihe rental for 1871 was 403,9781 18.?. 2d., and the arrears were stated in the 
Appendix to the Account for that year at 187,634 l. 12 .?. 7 d. 

In 1873 the annual rental had been reduced by sales to 289,031 1. 9 s., and the arrears 
then stood at 148,144 l. 0 s. 6 d. 

At first sight it would appear that there had been a marked decrease in the arrears, 
but when the difference in the annual rental is taken into consideration, there is, in fact, 
a comparative increase of about 14,000 1. 

Again, on a comparison of the annual rentals and of arrears for 1 873 and 1874, there 
appears to be no proportionate decrease in arrears at the latter date ; having regard to the 
amounts of the respective rentals of both years, the arrears are about equivalent. 

The real point raised by me, however, was that there were 2,800 items of Tithe Rent 
which had vested in the Commissioners in 1871, on which, at the end of 1873, they had 
made no collection. 

In their Supplemental Report they observe that “ the 2,800 items in arrear at 31st Pa S e 7- 
“ December 1873, have been considerably reduced in number.” On an investigation of 
the rentals of 1874, it appears that the items in question had, by the recovery of arrears, 
been reduced to about 2,200 items of Tithe Rent which vested in 1871, on which, up 
to 1874, no collection had been made. 

Sale of Tithe Rent; Fixed Annual Instalments. 

I stated in my Report on the Account for 1873, that “ of these Merging Orders, 1,039 Page 7. 
“ should have been prepared by 1st May 1871, the date from which the charge was 
“ created by them on the land ; 

“ 845 by November 1871 ; 

“ 1,161 by May - 1872; 

“ 1,180 by November 1872 ; 

tc but in October 1873, when my Examiners were in Dublin, the preparation of these 
“ Orders had fallen so much into arrear that they were unable to proceed with the 
“ examination.” 

The Commissioners, remarking on this paragraph, observe that no application could 
have been made to convert Tithe Rents into Terminable Annuities before 1st May 1871. 

(The Irish Church Act of 1869, Section 32, permits these conversions “at any time after Pa g® 8- 
thc 1st of January 1871”). They proceed to say that, in point of fact, “ 1,039 applica- 
<f tions were made by owners to convert their Tithe Rentcharges into Terminable 
ff Annuities, between 1st May 1871 and 31st of October 1871.” 

As this Department has no knowledge of these applications, nor of their dates, my 
observations have, .necessarily, been founded on the Act regulating the conversions, and 
on the documents furnished to me by the Commissioners for examination. 

On an investigation of the Tithe Rentals it is found that certain Tithe Rents have 
ceased to be collected, and schedules are furnished which show that, in lieu thereof, 
certain charges on the land have been substituted under the provisions of the Acts 
32 & 33 Viet. c. 42, s. 32, and 35 & 36 Viet. c. 90, s. 7. Taking, for example, the first 
schedule, that which contains the 1,039 items, it is described by the Commissioners as 
“ A Schedule of Sales, to take effect from the 1st day of May 1871,” from which date, 
in these 1,039 cases, the Tithe Rent had ceased to be collectible, and the charges had 
been created on the land in lieu thereof. 

Referring to the Acts above quoted, it is found that the Commissioners may by Order 
declare the “purchase money to be payable by instalments, and the land out of which 

252. D “ such 
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Supplemental 
Report, p. 7. 


Idem. 


Page 8. 


« duc.h lloutcharge issued to he acrurdiiii/lp charged, as from a dap to he mentioned in such 
“ Order, for 52 yours thence next ensuing, with an animal Mini,” .'sir. 

In the form of Merging Order settled l.v the Commissioners, and which may be found 
at iinge 150 of ct Decisions under llu* Irish Church Act of ffi-d Edition, the portion 

of the Order which cveiit.es the charge, upon the land hum thus; 

“ And we do hereby further order and deelari tout the annual - inn ol. 

« nhall be issuing and payable out of tin* -aid lands for the period of yearn, to lie 
“ computed from the said 1 si dap of 

Taking the words of the Act, and of the Morgue' Order together, apparently the only 
conclusion to ho drawn from them is, that us the Order h the uisirunient which creates 
the charge, in point of lime it should precede the charge. This not being so, 1 called 

attention in my lioport to the oiriunnstiuiee. that- charges 1 

1871, by virtue of instruments which had 


the 


had heen created on the land in 
until after October 1875. Hut 
f applications as correct, 
eat portion of the 1 


i tlx 


accepting the statement of the Commission'' 
still the execution of the Merging Orders wa 
about two years in avrear. . 

They observe that I have overlooked the “Preliminary Order of the Commis- 
« sioners.” Of the existence of these Preliminary Ordeis this Department has no 
cognisance, and the observations in my lteport have eon'-ei[iiently been based upon the 
Acts of Parliament, and the information which has heen furnished to me by the 


Commissioners. 

They say, “there has been no unnecessary delay in the preparation of the Merging 
“ Orders.” If my reading of the Act of 1805) lie correct, that the Order should precede 
the charge, it would appear from this remark of the Commissioners that it. was found 
difficult in practice to give effect to the provision in (|uestiou ; if so, it seems remarkable 
that the experience thus obtained did not suggest the necessity of meeting the difficulties 
by proper provisions in the Amendment Act of 1872, a draft of which ought, to have heen, 
and probably was, submitted for the consideration of the Commissioners. 

The next paragraph in the CotumiHsioners' Supplemental Keporl. which calls for 
attention is ns follows 


“ With reference to the remark that the duty of preparing these Merging Orders 4 1ms 
“ ‘been taken up by other officers 1 at, the expense of the surplus,' tin 1 ( 'ominissiouers have 
“ to observe that, now duties, not contemplated when t lit* letter of titli April 1871 was 
“ written, having been imposed on Mr. Hall, they relieved him from the duty of preparing 
“ these Orders, with a view to expedite the course of business in their office. The work 
“ of no Public Department could lie carried on if tlu* beads of it were, debarred from 
“ apportioning the business according as c, ireumstanc.es alter,” 

There can be no doubt tlmt, as a rule, the Heads of Public. Departments should not 
“be debarred” from apportioning business as circumstances alter, but the remark 
scarcely appli.es to the case in question. The. Treasury awarded to Mr. Hall a certain 
salary, one of the conditions being that he Hlumld prepare these Merging Orders. That 
duty has been allotted to other officers, at, the expense of the surplus. It was clearly 
incumbent upon the Commissioners to have obtained the sanction of the Treasury for the 
transfer of duties, as their Lordships, by virtue of the powers under Article 2 of 
Section 6 of the Irish Church Act, had fixed Mr. Hall's salary at 1,500/. per annum on 
condition that he should perforin this among other services. 


Expenses attendant on the Sales of Property. 


Report °n Account In their letter to the Treasury of Oth April 1871, proposing the increase of Mr. Hall’s 
1872, p. 1 C. salary, the Commissioners observe, that — 


“Some sales will take place through the Landed Estates Court. 

In those cases the boI un tor will receive his ordinary costs, taxed in that Court, and 
tins the Commissioners do not. nvn,« M u. ,i„. us... ..r»i 


rouse of Mr. Hall’s 


i • i Tr • • v 1 ‘ uncivil ms on unary oust 

this the Commissioners do not propose U> deprive him of.” 

The Treasury, in tlicir letter of the 1st May 1R71, to lit,. 

salary, hut are silent on tha subject of them ousts. 

Report on Account, O n tbo 6th December 1871, X caused u letter to be mid reused It, the Treasury on the 
1872, p.l?. subject, “o certain fees proposed to bo allowed to Mr. Hall, solicitor, which do not 

appear to be sanctioned by Lhc terras of Mr. Law's letter of 1st, May 1871 and with 
reference to these costs, to which 1 specially called tlicir Lordship's attention, ohsorved : 
As this part of the Commissioners’ letter doo.H not appear to have been noticed in 


u nr t i I i t v/ommi.ssiomu'H letter doo.H not appear to have been noticed in 
Jja T e 1 re I* l y j I am t(l request, that tho Comptroller and Auditor General may bo 
« Su urn W1Ct lCr J* 11 , 8 l”'°P 08 . a ‘ ll,w nwt with the approval of (heir Lordalupn, or whether 
^ Mr. Ball a augmented salary ia to preclude lua receiving any emolument in tho almpo of 
costa and fees, except such disbursements us may be approved by the. Treasury, according 
to the terms of the 5th Section of 211 & 24 Viot c 150 ” 

..Their Lordships in repiy, on 28tl, December 1871, stated that, “in their opinion Mr. 
Hall is not at liberty to be employed m any case where tho Irish Church Temporalities 
Commissioners are concerned, except on their behalf j and, therefore, that he is not at 
X. tl t0 re ceive fees from the public in any such case.” 

The Treasury letter, which was very definite with respect to the fees, again did not 
touch on the matter of costs in the Landed Estates Court. 

The 
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A long correspondence took place (consequent on the transmission by me of a copy of 
the Treasury letter of 28th December 1871, to the Irish Church Temporalities Com- 
missioners), between the Commissioners and the Treasury, which was brought to a close 
by a letter, dated 25th November 1872, from the Treasury, to the Irish Church Tempo- 
ralities Commissioners, in which occurs the following passage, respecting these sales in 
the Landed Estates Court ; and this is the first occasion on which the Treasury advert 
explicitly to the subject. 

Their Lordships remark : — “ The question originally before them, out of which this Comptroller and 
“ correspondence has grown, was raised by the Comptroller and Auditor General, and Auditor General’s 
“ was this : Whether Mr. Ball’s augmented salary was to preclude his receiving any Ke P ort > 18 < 2 » P- 22 - 
“ emoluments in the shape of costs or fees (except such disbursements as might be 
“ approved by the Treasury, under the Act 23 & 24 Viet. c. 150, s. 5), and in particular 
“ hix costs in cases where, as the subsequent correspondence explains, the Commissioners sell 
“ Church Lands through the medium of the Landed Estates Court f 

“My Lords are prepared, so far to modify their letter of 28th December 1871, to the 
“ Comptroller and Auditor General, as to agree, that Mr. Ball is not precluded, by their 
“ letter of\st May 1871, from taking these costs, which they admit are distinguishable 
“from the fees of his own office, as described in your letter of 6th April 1871.” 

Now the fair deduction from these words of their Lordships, namely, that “ they are 
“prepared, so far to modify their letter of the 28th December 1871, to the Comptroller 
“ and Auditor General, as to agree that Mr. Ball is not precluded, by their letter of May 
“ 1871, from taking these costs,” is, that 1 bad correctly interpreted their letter of the 
1st May 1871 to mean, that it was then intended to prohibit, and not to permit him, as 
indicated by the Commissioners, to take the costs in question. 

One thing, however, seems plain, that until the prohibition of 1st May 1871 was 
relaxed by the letter of 25th November 1872, Mr. Ball was not entitled to receive these 
costs. 

There is still some obscurity hanging over the matter, as it is not quite certain whether Keport, p. 17. 
their Lordships, from the fact of my communication of 6th December 1871 having dealt 
with two subjects, viz., certain fees proposed to be allowed to Mr. Ball, and also the 
question of his costs for sales in the Landed Estates Court, did not understand these costs 
to be for services rendered to purchasers in that Court ; and this view is confirmed by the 
fact that they give a general answer to the two questions, “ by stating that, in their opinion, 

“ Mr. Ball is not at liberty to be employed in any case where the Irish Church Tem- 
“ poralities Commissioners are concerned except on their behalf, and therefore he is not 
“ at liberty to receive fees from the public in any such case.” Their letter of 25th 
November 1872 gives a further confirmation to the opinion that the question immediately 
before their minds when it was written was one of the employment of Mr. Ball in the 
double capacity of solicitor to vendors and purchasers, and of his taking fees and costs 
from the latter. 

By a further letter of the Treasury, addressed to the Commissioners, dated 21st January Appendix to Report 
1874, on the subject of costs for recovering arrears of Tithe Rents, which were retained by on Account, 1872, 
Mr. Ball for his own use, their Lordships observe that “ when, by their letter of 1st May P* * 

« 1871, they fixed Mr. Ball’s remuneration (covering both salary and office expenses) at 
“1,500/., they certainly had in view all the services which he could be called upon to 
“perform for the Commissioners.” Now, these costs which he is paid by the Commis- 
sioners are for services performed for the Commissioners. 

Their Lordships proceed : “ When my Lords, in subsequent correspondence, at last 
“ agreed to except from this understanding Mr. Ball’s professional fees for his services to 
“ purchasers from the Commissioners in the Landed Estates Court, they gave their assent 
“ upon the express grounds that these were not services performed for the Commissioners.” 

The inference 'to be drawn from these words is that, had their Lordships understood 
them to be for services rendered to the Commissioners, they would not have sanctioned 
them, as in raising his salary to 1,500 1. “ they certainly had in view all the services which 
“ he could be called upon to perform for the Commissioners.”* 

Bonds and other Securities given to the Commissioners for the due Performance of 
Church JVork's. 

It appears from the Supplemental Report of the Commissioners, in answering my Page 9. 
repeated representations on the subject, that “instructions have been issued for legal 
“ proceedings to be taken, if necessary, to recover the amount due under these bonds, 

“ ample time having now been allowed, to the persons liable, to lay their case before the 
“ Government and- before Parliament.” 


Conclusion. 

I think it necessary to point out that this Department, although it is charged with the 
duty of interpreting very numerous Acts of .Parliament (of which the Irish Church Act 
is one), of a more or less intricate character, relating to the application of public moneys, 
must, from its constitution, of necessity have some difficulty in dealing with complicated 
questions of legal construction when they occur. Before 

Since this Report was written, a letter has been received from the Treasury, to the effect that Mr. Ball 
is not to be allowed these costs. The letter forms Appendix No. 3. 
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Ilofoyo concluding, 1 tl.iuk it right to alnU. that had tho (!un....iH.siniior« done mo the 
lavourto bang to my notice, alter oneli til my minimi Rfjmi-tH, any remarks up.... their 

V Si'T* ♦ '“‘''T 1 1,1 %!'' *•*'»• unjustified, | Hlnmlii, if «uiili "tl Umt 
had Tiillon into error, luivo considered it. a. duly I owed no loss to mvself lli-m fi.n 

to take, the first opportimity of withdrawing any is ul.se, 'rations . f wh el, th y 

had a jiwt right to complain. 1 uu v 

Failing- thiH > course, it. wan open to them, maim! of remaining silent nearly four warn 
t<) have moved the (government to refer their accounts, wilh my Reports to the i\,hlic 
Accounts Committee. 3 1 ’ u uu ‘ 1 111,1,0 

. I! y “IniiUou.d' either courso, ami with greater readiness to alli.ril ii.liiniialion which 
, ’ ™ aU y aml S1 ‘M« by »11 other Slate .Ku„etin,„iries, i,,k'o,"o ,Vh, m 

and cnoneous conclusions might, ltave he.eu obviated. 

Xlici-o i« only one other point to wiiiol. 1 .In,..,, it, i.oec.HHary to cull attention 
tio,i'- C “ m ' U1 “ O “ <!mW1 ‘“ ,1 ' l0tlll!ir H "l l l'lei..ot.lal Hi.purt, will, tho following olweva- 

„ “ The Itopovt ol the Comptroller ami Auditor (Jmnnl ri.fi.ru to soinootlior imintH of 
„ l"™," 1 ' mtcr «bf. •» a controversy will. Mr. Hall aliout, some loiters i.uhlisheil 

“ enter.'” 1,1 a now ' , I m I ,0, » “ lo which tile Commissioners do not. think it necessary to 

One of the points of minor iinportnuct:, wliioii the (hmn.iiHsio.ierH dian.iHH with ho in, ml, 
whcthc ’- ‘ w» .*■» not j,er,..i„«il,i„ for thoir salaried “.toon Bn, S 1 M J 
in t ncwlijaper. 8 "" ' m " ,UU W" «“ ^"-ntroller and Auditor (icnorii 

Whether this manner of dealing witli (ho nmttor, thnngl. it may iiinirovc itself to tl„. 
£ TT-T 8 ',’ 8 ‘ “ *• l ,,f 11 K™<' Stato Department might fairly 1, tv. In kod 

.h compatible with tho oilinial re. latinos which si, mil, mishiTh , wee 
them and him, I an, content tn leave to the judgment of Parliament 


J5xol.cqt.or and Audit JWrtinoul 
31 May 1875. 


( lim. {Jitjthur , 

(ani.].l roller (ienevnl of tin. lieecipt anil Issue 
of liar Majesty's Kxehec|uur,iiiid 
Auditor (ieneml ol l’ul.lio Accounts. 
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appendix. 


No. 1. 


Query, No. 27. 


T-iiJe Annuities. Clerks and Sextons. 


Diocese, 

Benefice. 

Name of 
Annuitant. 

Commuted. 

Apparently not Paid 
Half-year ending 
or 

subsequently. 

Armagh 
Meath. - 
Down - 
Kildare 
Lcighlin 

Mansfieldstown 
Kilskyre 
Saul - 

Donadea 
Stradbally 

E. Wright - 
J. Melvin 
R. Coulter 
R. Rooney 
J. Steedc 

31 December 1873 
30 March - 1874 
2 April - ]874 
29 November 1873 
20 January 1874 

June 1871. 
June 1872. 
December 1871. 
June 1872. 
June 1871. 


Query or Observation. 

doe up to ‘date of commutation'! "sYou'/th'eV' 'nKa™ 1 ; iM'SmSfjW lla ! f y e “’ a annuities 
grounds on which they have been withheld from the respective annuitotl.’ e ^ Wlon “ “ to ll >« 


Answer. 

The annuitants referred to d° not appear to have performed their duties for tho hnlf e a 

and they have not been paid their annuities for such periods half years referred to. 


10 March 1875. 


(signed) T7. L. Bernard. 


Sir Exchequer and Audit Department, 

th™I llyTioiiitiM t «7tut' n ° n acc 2 unt nf the ? rish Church Temp foSS Commissioners for 

paid-for per odj vmX tm to Certaia , cl f k ® and aextons mentioned therein Jiad not been 

persons do not ilSffii-? 0 and a-half years, and to the answer in which it is stated that these 
Comptroller and EitoV r?^J?*S ,nned T ^ e \ 0T tke .P eriods referred to, I am directed by the 
whXr thev hftVApm 0 f- 1 tc 7:T eSt th , at the Commissioners will be so good as to inform him 
th^dutU oTtS S y ? ra:i « 0n wluch show whether tliese persons had entirely ceased to perform 
payments active offices on or about the dates on which they received their last half-year™ 

ta^sof “vdi* T'n Sf™ the y, "“*4 to he annuitants, and with r.ferencito the 
'application nf aunti'fjn 11 V .? ™ h Cta "T h Act ° f 10 ®>. wl “icli authorises the Commission™, •' on the 
na75 ef«m«?o™ h ?^ onu.tant, to cause the present value of such life annuity to be estimatin', and to 
bo mUtled io commut OT annu ““" t “ nd the Ch '' reh b »4 7." they would apparently not 

him' “witb\n! t? 'i 10111 ;? ^“l.’tfe'let “4 Auditor General will be glad if the Commissioners will favour 
* any mtoma tion which they may possess with regard to the. points raised in this communication. 


t • m?' G° dIe y. Esq., Secretary, 

Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, 
24, Upper Merrion-street, Dublin. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Treheme. 


Irish Church Temporalities Commission, 

£j r 24, Upper Merrion-street, Dublin, 

( tkc ,^ omm * ss ^ 0 i UC1 ' 3 °f Church Temporalities in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of 
fh-,..;. u . A ‘ .. e , th instant, and to state that they had no reason to believe that the persons alluded to 
entirely ceased to perform their duties, or had forfeited their claims as annuitants to com- 
N ' + lkese P ers ° n ® were still annuitants, and as such entitled to commute their annuities. 
t j,"' f". e y e “ p °™iy Bbsence from duty nor the performance of duty by deputy, entails on an annuitant 
„ h \ S (. to commutation nor to receive his annuity subsequently, on his furnishing the 

necessary certificate that he lias performed his duty. , 

The Comptroller and Auditor General, London. (signed) ^ Denis Godley. 
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ACCOUNTS OF TUB COMMI39IONK11S 


Exchequer nml Audit Department, 

Sir Somerset House, London, W.<5„ 7 April I87fi. 

I am directed by the Comptroller and Auditor General to aeknmvli'dgv the receipt of your letter of the 
25th ultimo, in reply to a communication from the Comptroller and Auditor (hmernl of the 24(h instant, 
in which you state that “noithor tompomry ahsenoe from duty nor tlm perlormtuum of duty by deputy, 
“ entails on an annuitant the loss of his rights to commutation nor to receive his annuity subsequently, on 
“ l\is furnishing the necessary certificate that he lms performed his duty.” 

These remarks appeaT to imply that anything more than ahseneo would entail the loss of 

right to commutation. 

It appears that the annuitants in question had not been paid lor lengthened periods varying up to two 
years and a-lialf, and in reply to Unary No. ‘J7, the (lominissioners slate that “ the nnnuitunts referred to 
“ do not appear to have performed their duties for the half yearn referred to, and they have not been paid 
“ their annuities for such periods,” and tho < lommissioiiers lurther observe (hat the cert i licet es of per 
formanco of du til's in these eases worn not received. 

It appears to the Comptroller and Auditor (joncval that it may he fairly premimed Lhm. persons in tlm 
position of clerks and sextons, to whom a small amuiity must have been a mailer of serious consideration, 
would not have voluntarily allowed two or three years to elapse without drawing their annuities, if they 
were entitled to do so by performaneo of their duties ; ami as eortilicnl.en have not been furnished in these 
cases, the natural inference is that the parties had relinquished their olIieeM, perhaps, fur more profitable 
employment, and thereby forfeited their right te commute. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General would, therefore, In; glad if the Commissioners, with reference 
to their observation that temporary absence would not entail the loss of right. l.o conunutat ion, will ho so 
good as to inform him what evidence was furnished to them that these parties had not finally ceasod to 
perform their duties at or about the time they received their last payment, of nnnuily. 

I have, &c, 

D. God ley, Esq. _ (signed) 11, Trchernr. 

Irish Church Temporalities Commission, 

24, Upper Mcrrion-street, Dublin. 


Irish Church Temporalities Commission, 
24, Upper Morrion -street, Dublin, 

Sir, !» April lH7f». 

1 am directed by the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of 
your lettor of the 7th instant, and to inform you that tho l'aet of an application to commute being made, 
with the consent of the Representative Church Doily and of tho oee.losiaslical person under whom the clerk 
or sexton may he serving, is sufficient, in tho opinion of tho Commissioners, to entitle the annuitant to 
commute, and they would not he entitled, to call for any evidouco “that theso parties had not finally 
“ ceased to perform their duties.’’ 

A clerk or sexton holds a freehold oJHco, from which he. could only ho removed pursuant to the (>3r<l 
Section of 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, by the clorgyman, with the consent of tho Hislmp, for misconduct. 

The Commissioners would at any time, upon complaint of tho Representative Church Rody, or the 
clergyman, that tho clerk or sexton hail abandoned lus office and neglected to supply a deputy, though, 
required to do so, entertain an application to declare tho annuity forfeited, alter due, notice to, anil hearing, 
the person to lie affected by such order. They cannot doclare. annuities forfeited upon presumption, nor 
can they require persons to prove a negative, viz., that they “ had not finally ceasod to perform their 
“ duties. 9 ' 


The Comptroller and Auditor General, London. 


1 am, &.c. 

(signed) Denis Uodlcy. 


No. 2. 


March 1875. 
ou herewith, for 


t ® ir V . , . T , . . . Treasury Chambers, 17 

i. am uirecteu by the Lords Commissioner!, of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit to you ui:ruwu.ii, mr 
your information, copies of a letter dated tho 10th November 1H7-1, from the Irish Church Temporalities 
Commissioners ; a letter from this Department, dated the 2nd instant, in reply to the above ; a letter, 
dated the Jth instant, trim* tho Irish Church Temporalities Gommissiimurs in reply to thoir Lordships’ 
letter of the .md instant, relative to the disposal of moneys collected daily by Mr. Rail, tlm solicitor to tlm 
Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, 


Tlie Comptroller and Auditor General. 


I am, &*\ 

(signed) /t. It. U'. I, ingen. 


/* U< * ^- r ’ • ,. rr Trimsmy Chamlu'iM, -if ireooiicr jo, 

ouVVr . ■ ' TT 0 ', 10 ? o f Hw Mujosty ’11 Treasury have laid before them Mr. Godloy’s letter . 
24tli March, in reply to that addressed to you from this Department on 24th February last, by whi, 
Cords, in exercise ot the powor conferred on them by tho 87th Section of tho Irish Church Act, 
requested you to cause to be iircparuil, m each month in part of those accounts which, under that P 1 
you are hound to render to the Comptroller and Auditor General, a balanced cash account brough 
the Inst day, inclusive, of tho preceding month, showing in detail— 

tToTS! r ™ d ' I,ro “ ai " e 0f mm » f ™ lt 

(b) The amounts, with date of each navi 


if) October 1374.* 
of tho 
liich my 
t, 1 3(55), 
Stututo, 
brought up to 


or otherwise disposed of ; and 


i payment, paid over by him to your account at tho Rank of Ireland, 


(c) The balances in lus hands on the first und lust days of such preceding month. 

T ■ t * lat th J S au ? lor ‘ tft tiYo request was made to you because, after a long correspondence, my 

AudRoi ^ S 1 T U8 7 wh j® h ’ 118 th °y ll °P ea » th °y could secure to the Comptroller and 

to i\ ? foSwS f c l eck i n ? P ollectu,u of arrears, which both he and they deemed essential 

to the fulfilment ot the duties entrusted to him by Parliament. 

overtlielcss, m tho reply which you liave caused to he made to this request, Mr. Godley states that it 
not k° justified in adopting the change suggested,” as it “would only 
“SIX" ac / ouat . s > aD J “ can serve no useful purnoso,” so far as you can discover. * 

letter vm,r ^ H f ate ' lienr f* tho , natu ™ of tke relations in which, according to Mr. Godley ’s 

letter, youi solicitoi stands to yourselveB and to the parties in arrear respectively. 


IIMy 


* Subsequently received from the Treasury. 
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My Lords, however, have already stated that they do not claim to have any power to direct in what 
manner payments shall be made by your sub-accountunts into the hank, and, although they are unable to 
see how the preparation of such an account as they have required could militate against the system of 
payments now in force, under which the parties paying are held to pay to yourselves, and not to Mr. Ball 
and are not legally discharged of their debt until the money reaches your own hands, they deem it sufficient 
for present purposes to remind you that Parliament lia6 directed the Irish Church Commissioners to prepare 
accounts in such form, and for such periods, as the Treasury shall direct, that their Lordships have given 
such directions, and that you must he held to be bound to obey the law. 

I am to add, that my Lords request your early attention to this letter. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Church Temporalities, Ireland. (signed) W. Law. 


Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners, 

24, Upper Memon-street, Dublin, 

My Lords, 19 November 1874. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 29th ultimo. 

The Commissioners had inferred from your Lordships returning no answer to their letter of the 24th 
March, that you assented to the view which they took of Mr. Bull’s position, and that you agreed with 
them that, as his present mode of paying in arrears collected by him to the Commissioners’ credit was 
perfectly satisfactory to them, there was no occasion to disturb the existing arrangement. 

The Commissioners were not prepared, after so long a silence on the subject, to receive your Lordships’ 
letter marked “ Immediate,’’ and signifying that your opinions were unchanged. 

The Commissioners observe with surprise the tone of that letter, and cannot but express their astonish- 
ment that your Lordships should have approved of a communication being addressed to them, calling upon 
them in such terms os those used by your Secretary, to comply with your directions and “ to obey the law.’’ 

The effect of requiring Mr. Bull to furnish such au account as that specified in your letter would he to 
make him a sub-accountant under the Exchequer and Audit Act, but to this Mr. Ball objects, contending, 
that though acting as the Commissioners’ attorney and collecting arrears for them in that capacity, he 
oughlnot and cannot be considered and made what is technically styled a suh-accountant. 

Tli eCommlssioners understand your Lordships’ wishes substantially to be, that no balance should 
remain in Mr. Ball’s hands, and as a solution of the difficulty so long under discussion, they beg to submit 
that you should approve of the following course : — 

They are prepared to send a responsible officer each day to Mr. Ball’s chambers, to whom Mr. Ball shall 
hand over all cheques and moneys received by him that day on account of arrears payable to the Commis- 
sioners. This transfer to be made out at. an hour sufficiently early to admit of the amount being placed to 
the Commissioners’ credit at the Bank of Ireland the same day. These remittances will include Mr. Ball’s 
costs payable to him by the debtors. 

The Commissioners will retain the amount due to themselves out of these moneys, and will return the 
balance to Mr. Ball. 

By this plan no money belonging to the Commissioners will remain in the solicitor’s hands even for one 
day ; in fact, the moneys received from time to time by Mr. Ball will be dealt with as if they were 
received by the Commissioners themselves, and no question as to the accuracy of the arrears due upon the 
rentals can arise in the Exchequer and Audit Department. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Honourable (signed) Denis Godley. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 


My Lord and Sir, Treasury Chambers, 2 March 1875. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have considered Mr. Godley’s letter of the 19th 
November last on the subject of Mr. Ball’s accounts. They regret that there should have been any 
necessity for a difference of opinion between themselves and your Board. 

My Lords are glad to believe that the proposal contained in Mr. Godley’s letter under consideration is 
one to which it is not necessary that they should object, consistently with the duty imposed upon them by 
Parliament. Tho proposal before my Lords is, that you send a responsible officer each day to Mr. Ball's 
chambers, to whom Mr. Ball will hand over all chequos and moneys received by him on that day on 
account of arrears payable to yourselves. You will arrange that this transfer should be made at an hour 
sufficiently carty to admit of the amount being placed to your credit at the Bank of Ireland on the same 
day ; hut, as such remittances would include Mr. Ball’s costs payable to him by the debtors, you would 
only retain tlie amount due to you out of the sums handed over to you, returning the bnlance to Mr. Ball. 

In order that this procedure may he made technically regular, It will be further necessary that a state- 
ment, setting forth the details of the amounts handed over and certifying that it includes the whole of the 
receipts by Mr. Ball, since the last payment, be delivered to your officer on each occasion, together with the 
moneys themselves. This of course will be managed by the use of a printed form. 

Mr. Ball would appear to he under some misapprehension as to the terms “ Sub-accountant.” The 
Legislature has, in the Exchequer and Audit Act of 180(1, defined it to mean a person who receives fees or 
public moneys. 

The Irish Church Act directs the audit of the accounts of the Irish Church Commissioners to be con- 
ducted in conformity with the regulations of the Exchequer and Audit Act, and as Mr. Ball undeniably 
receives moneys belonging to the Irish Church Commissioners, he comes within the definition of a Sub- 
accountant, and the manner of rendering the Account due from him in no way alters his position or his 
responsibility. 

I am, &c. 

The Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners. (signed) R. R. W. Zdngen. 
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Irish (Hum'll Temporalities Commission, 
2t, 1 1 pper M emon-slrccl , Dublin, 

My Lord 8, , !l March I»7f». 

I am directed by llio Commissioners to acknowledge the reroipl or your letter nl' tho "n<l instant 
(Number 17,HH2— 74), conveying your approval of their proposal that their solicitor should transfer daily to 
ono ol’ their ollicors nil moneys received by him on their account during tile preeudini; 2-1 hours. 

The now nmngoment commences this tiny ; the delnils luive been settled urrording To your Lordships’ 
directions, mid n eertilicnto thut tlio ninmuit handed over ineludcH nil receipts by Mr. Hull since the 
lust jiuyiiiont will bo doliverod daily to the Commissioners' odieer. 

I have, »\c, 

Tho Right Ilonoiirnblo _ _ (signed ) Dniin Untllcy. 

The Lords Commissioner!) of Her Majesty's Treasury. 


Sir, Treasury Chnnibcrs, H dune 11175. 

In reply to Mr. Troherno’s letter of the 27th ultimo, culling the Attention of my Lords to un apparent 
Vide Comptrollor and Auditor General’s Roport, 1872, p. 13. discrepancy between certain directions contniuud in n letter (17,7-14) 

from this Itourd to youvself, dated tith Dccemher HI7!t, and certain alter 
1. 31. directions Riven in a letter ( I7,HH2) from this Hoard to the Irish Church 


. directions Riven in a letter ( I7.HH2) Irom tins iioant to me lnsii wnureii 
TomporaliticH Commissiimcrs, dated 2nd March last, of which my Lords 
i. caused you to lie furnished with a cony in tlic.ir loiter (I3f>7) of the 17th 
of the same month, 1 am directed by my Lords to request you to 


Vide Comptroller aud Auditor (lonerul's ltcport, 1H7-1, p. 

Vida Comptroller and Auditor Ucneral’s Report, 1874, p. 30. - „ - - • » , ,• . 

of the Hitmo month, 1 am directed by my Lords to request you t 
read, in cenueeliou witli the correspondence communicated to you iu 
Vide Comptroller and Auditor General's ltcimrt, 1872, p. 13. the letter ( 17,734) of tith Deenniher I 873, the cuelosed copies ol iurthcr 

correspondence, vis., a letter from the Irish Church Commissioners 
Vide Comptroller aud Auditor (ionoral’s Report, 1872, p. It. (20,41)1 ) of 23rd December 1117.'!, and the reply thereto from this Hoard, 
Vide Comptroller and Auditor (luneral’s Roport, 1872, p. 15. dated 2 1st January 11174. 

Vide Comptroller and To this last letter my Lords received 110 reply, so that when the letter of the ( '•hurt'll Commissioners of 
Auditor General’s 10 tli Novombov 1074 was before thorn, and their attention was primarily directed to the question of the 
Kepovt, 1874, p. 31. measures necessary for securing tlm prompt ])iiymout over by Mr. Hall of moneys in lushnnds belonging to 
tho Commissioners, it escaped notice, that the words “Mr. Hall’s costs payable to him by tile debtors ” 
could not mean tho costs for conveyancing jrefevrctl to in tho correspondence communicated to you in the 
Treasury letter (17,731) of (ith December 1H7H, but must mean tho costs of litigation referred to in the 
Treasury letter of 21st January 187-J, which iny Lords had not then, and never had, any intention of 
recalling. 


Comptrollor and 
Auditor Gonorul’s 
Report, 1872, p. 13. 
Idem, page 15. 


My Lords rogrot that this oversight should have occurred on their part; tho reason of it lias been 
explained in tho preceding part of this letter. Two scIh of costs had bcoii in question ; my Lords lmd 
agreed to Mr. Hall’s taking the ono, and they had objected to his taking the other. The costs to which 
they had objected were included, without explanation, in the letter from the Chuvoli Commissioners of 
Vida Comptroller and 19th November last, and exception tailed to bo takou in tho Treasury reply ( 17,IWI2 ) of 2nd March last. 
Auditor General’s , J 

Report, 1874, p. 31. I mil, &c. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General, (signed) li. 11, IV. I.ingcn- 

&e. &c. &c. 
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AuolINT 
any other l' 
Hr. 


<>[ the Rrokift anil Kxi»BNi)iTirnn of the. Capital, aiul of the Kkvbnukh derived from all 
’umlH under tluiir Control and Management, under the L'rovwioiw of The l ruth Church Act, 1869,” 


u is 0 15 i i* 'r. 


(!unli 'I'rmiNueUmm 
ill' llin Your. 


Mori gage 
Ai'.c.iiiintH, Ac. 


32,imd7,1872 
34,02, and 64 


To UulanuuH on the lot January 1074 - * I 

To Sal oh of Property : 

Titlio rontcluirgo - 

Lands, &<:. : 

L. PoriHituity rents - 
2. Renewable IoohoIioIiIh - 
8. Yearly and other tenuvoB 
4. Rights to minoH and <|uarrios 

EueloHiuHtical ItoaidoncoH and Lands : 

Other roHidoncos and lands - 

To Conversion of Ronowablo LuaHoholds into 
Perpotuitios (Aot 8 & 4 Will. 4, c. 87, s, 
145 and 156) - - 


To Commutation of Annuities : 


Amount on credit, nor 
contra, discharged in 
cash by payment to 
tho Representative 
Church Body - 
Overoliargo in 1873 


!>,121l 1(1 3 


20,(171 


Carried forward 


Nnllonal .Delit 
('.ummisHlimmu and 
Oimnmitotiims. 


X. a. d. 

X. «. d. 

e. .i. d. 

212,935 Hi 9 

194,112 19 11 

0,039,307 0 7 

3(1,879 9 4 


089,311 7 4 

68,3(1(1 17 2 
18,248 13 4 

- _ - 

1,096 12 - 

146,188 - 3 


150,089 12 10 


11,0711 3 0 


496,374 3 4 


1,0(10,965 14 11 


194,112 19 11 6,978,414 - 9 
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Property, Real and Personal, vested in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, or of 
and “ The Irish Church Act, 1869, Amendment Act, 1872,” for the Year ended 31st December 1874. 


Cr. 



Section of 
Principal Act 


Cash Transactions 


Mortgage 

Liabilities. 


EXPENDITURE. 

of the Year. 

Stock Account. 

Accounts, &c. 

National Debt 
Commissioners and 

Act of 1872. 






Commutations. 




£. s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£. i. <1. 


— 

By Balance on the 1st January 1874 - 

- 


- 

9,898,965 14 11 



By Compensations, Annuities, Gratuities, See. : 






14 

For life annuities to archbishops, bishops, 

19,240 15 6 






and incumbents - - - 

— 

— 

— 


15 

For life annuities to permanent curates - 
For life annuities to diocesan and district 

1 ,649 2 1 

— 

— 

— 


16 







schoolmasters - - - ' 

419 12 11 

— 

— 

— 


10 

For life annuities to clerks, sextons, and 







others holding freehold offices 

3,714 14 11 

— 

— 

— 


17 

For gratuities to certain persons not 






45 

entirlcd to compensation - - - 

For life annuities to vicars general, and 

5 - - 



— 



other officers, for loss of fees, &c. 

2,955 17 2 


— 




By Commutation of Annuities, &c. : 






23 

Of Archbishops, Bishops, and Incumbents: 







Commutation money - 

9,168 9 5 

— 

— 

— 



Bonus (12 per cent, added) - - - 



— 

— 


23 1 

Of Permanent Curates : 







Commutation money - 

1,452 2 6 


- 

— 


3, 1872 


1,807 14 4 

— 

_ 

_ 


16 

Of clerks, sextons, and others - 

4,069 12 6 

— 

— 

— 


4, 1872 

Of vicars general and other officers - 

“ 

. 

“ 


53 

Commutations on Credit : 







Instalments paid to the Representative 

1,066,875 13 6 






Church Body - 

— 

— 

— 



Interest on ditto ----- 







By Building Charges : 




| 


24, and 5,1872 

In cases of commuted annuity - - - 

331 8 2 

— 

— 

j — 


50 

In cases of non-commuted annuity - 






18 

By Compensation to Lay Patrons 

102,903 15 - 

- 

- 

- 


4G 

By Compensation to the Chancellor and 
Prebendaries of Christ Church, Dublin, &c. 

1,841 19 7 

- 

- 

- 


25 

By National Monuments, maintenance 

15,454 - - 

- 

- 

- 


33, and 8,187; 

l By Leases of Titlie-Rentcharge, purchase of - 

21,972 3 - 

- 

- 

- 


11 and 12 

By Charges and Incumbrances affecting 

1,918 11 3 






property ------- 






By Regiurn Donum : 







Compensation on discontinuance of the 







Parliamentary Grant, viz. : 






38 

Life Annuities : 







For payments to Non-conforming 







Ministers and their assistant 







successors - 

1,978 18 2 


” 



34 

By Expenses attendant on sales of property - 

16 10 9 

- 

- 

- 



Carried forward - - • 

1,326,441 15 8 

- 

- 

9,898,965 14 11 
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Account of tlio Receipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and of the Revenues derived from all Properly vested 


Suction of 
Principal Act 


11 and 12, 
and G, 
1872. 


13, 1872 


RECEIPT. 


Brought forward - ■ 

To Rents, &c. : 

Tithe rentcliargc - 
Lands, &c. : 

1. Perpetuity rents - - - 

2. Renewable leaseholds (including 

fines), and other tenures - 

3. Mineral rents and royalties - 


To Proportionate Amount of Charges (Drain- 
age and Improvement Loans, Rents, Rates, 
Taxes, &c.) repaid by the Clergy 


To Dividends and Interest of Money : 

On New Three per Cent. Annuities 
On Three per Cent. Consolidated 
Annuities - 

On Three per Cent. Reduced Annuities - 
On Bank of Ireland Stock - 
On mortgages — landed . 

On mortgages — converted 
On glebe house mortgages 
On other monevs - 


To Ecclesiastical Tax (Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 37) 


To Miscellaneous Receipts : 

Rents, mensal glebes - 
Other receipts - 


£. s. d. 
5,010 5 5 
2,373 8 8 


Cash Transactions 
of tlio Yonr. 


101,557 13 4 


107,11)5 10 10 
727 - - 


1,540 10 9 

33 14 10 
130 2 - 
3,704 3 - 
3,297 5 7 
7,727 15 5 
19 15 5 
1,721 4 11 


.£. s. <1 

194,112 1!) 11 


Mortgage 
Accounts, kc. 


National llobt 
Commissioners and 
Commutations. 


1,001,226 10 5 194,112 19 11 6,978,414 - 9 1,066,905 14 U 
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in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland , for the Year ended 31st December 1874— continued. 

Cr. 








Section of 
Principal Act 

EXPENDITURE. 

Cash Transactions 

Stock Account. 

Mortgage 

Liabilities. 

Act of 1872. 


of the Year. 


Accounts, &c. 

Commissioners ami 





Commutations. 



£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 



Brought forward - - - 

1,320,441 15 8 

- 


9,898,905 14 11 

11 and 12 

By Rent Abatements, & c. : 






From Tithe Rentchargc : 






Poor rate ------ 

17,481 3. 5 

— 

— 

_ 


From Lands : 






Poor rate ------ 

5,493 18 2 

— 





Repayments and remissions 

1 10 - 

— 

— 

— 

55 

By Proportion of Income paid over to the 






Clergy ------- 

1,400 7 7 


— 

— 

11 and 12 

By Allowances to Tenants (Improvements, 






Repairs, &c.) ----- 

17 10 - 

— 

— 

- 

11 and 12 

By Tithe llcntcharge3 paid - - - - 

315 11 - 

- 

- 

- 

11 and 12 

By Quit and Crown Rents paid - - - 

9 0 3 

- 

- 

- 

11 and 12 

By Rates, Taxes, & c. ----- 

Gil 18 8 

- 

- 

— 

43 

By Expenditure under 40th Section of “ The 






Irish Church Act, 1069” : 






For building churches - 

150 - - 

— 


- 

49 

By Expenditure under 49th Section of “ The 
Irish Church Act, 1869 ” : 






For repair of churches - 

119 2 - 

— 

— 



For salaries of clerks, sextons, &c. - 

2 13 7 

- 

— 

' - 

- 

By Miscellaneous Payments - 

823 3 10 

- 

- 

- 

5 and C 

By Expenses of the Commission : 






Establishment : 






Salaries ------ 

18,029 12 8 

— 





Allowances to clerks for extra duty - 

2,381 2 0 

— 





Travelling expenses - 

758 3 11 

— 

— 




Rent, rates, taxes, &c. - 

333 16 3 







Repairs, &c. ----- 

211 G 11 

— 

— 



Fuel and light ----- 

136 5 9 

— 





Stationery und printing - 

1,1 7G 15 5 

— 

— 



Postage ------ 

753 11 8 

— 



, 


Incidental expenses - 
Legal Branch : 

2,34G - 8 

“ 

— 

— 


Salary of solicitor - 

1,500 - - 







Incidental expenses - 
Architects and Surveyors’ Branch : 

1,015 14 8 

— 

“ 

— 


Surveys and valuations - 

1,600 18 8 

— 

— 

— 


Receivers and Collectors : 






Commission, &c. - 

77 18 G 





Incidental expenses - 

14 1 7 

— 

— 

__ 

37 

Audit of Accounts : 






Cost of Audit ----- 

2,073 7 10 

— 

- 

- 

44 

By Compensation and Superannuation Allow- 






ances of the Commissioners and Officers of 
the late Ecclesiastical Commission - 

2,212 1G 8 

_ 

— 

_ 

59 to 61 

By Interest and Charges on Loans : 






Interest of advances from National Debt 






Commissioners ----- 

438,427 7 7 







Stamp duty on debentures - 
Charge for remittances from England to 

875 - - 

- 

- 

- 


Ireland ------ 

300 - - 

— 

— 

— 

7 and 10, . 
1872. 

By Stamp Duty on Merging Orders, &c. 

12,448 1 G 

- 

- 

- 

11 

By Deposit Account — Perpetuity Sale3, &c. 






(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 114) 

35 - -• 

— 

— 

- 


Canned forward - - - £. 

1,839,575 3 1 

“ 

. . . 

9,898,965 14 11 


2 $ 2 . E 3 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES, IRELAND. 


Account of the Receipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and of the Revenues derived from all Property vested 


Dr. 


Section of j 
Principal Act 
and 

Act of 1872. 

RECEIPT. 

Cash Transactions 
of the Year. 

Stock Account. 

Mortgage I 

Accounts, &c. 

Liabilities. 

National Debt 
Commissioners and 
Commutations. 



£. 8. d. 

£'. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£■ 8. d. 


Brought forward - • - 

] ,001,220 16 f> 

194,112 19 11 

6,978,1 I I - 9 

1,000,005 u ii 

32 

To Loan Account ; Tithe Rcntcliarge : 
Fixed annual instalments 
Interest prospectively, receivable in re- 
spect of fixed annual instalments 

141,743 18 9 

- 

811(1,940 11) - 

— . 

52 

To Mortgage Account ; Landed Property, 
&c. : 

Mortgage moneys - 
Fixed half-yearly instalments 
Interest prospectively receivable in re- 
spect of fixed half-yearly instalments - 

1,174 16 » 
9,632 17 11 

= 

74,384 16 3 

- 

31 

To Mortgage Account; Converted Leaseholds 
(Act 3 & 4 Will 4, c. 37, s. 165) : 

Mortgage moneys 

1,622 4 10 

- 

- 

- 

11 

To Glebe House Advances; late Board of 
First Fruits (Acts 3 & 4 W ill. 4, c. 37, s. 68, 
and 1 & 2 Viet. c. 109, s. 48): 

Instalments ------ 

25 11 3 

- 

- 


11 

To Glebe House Mortgages (Acts 23 & 24 
Viet. c. 160, s. 30, and 14 & 16 Viet. c. 73, 
s. 20) : 

Mortgage moneys, instalments 

19 15 4 

- 

- 

- 

70 

To Chapels of Ease ; Repair Fund 

- 13 6 

- 

- 

- 

— 

To Property and Income Tax (Act 16 & 17 
Viet. c. 34, s. 6) : 

Schedules -V. and C. - - - - 

Schedule E. ----- - 

4,684 13 8 
181 0 G 

- 

- 

- 

12 

To Stock vested in and transferred to the 
Credit of the Commissioners 


2,111 18 5 

- 

- 

- 

To Securities sold : 

£. 131,653 1 s. 11 d. stock sold, per contra 

169,714 11 2 

- 

— 

- 

60 to G1 

To the Commissioners for the Reduction of 
the National Debt; Advances for the pur- 
poses of the Act 32 & 33 Viet. c. 42 

600,000 - - 



_ 


* £. 

1,929,727 6 7 

190,224 18 4 

7,949,740 16 - 

1,000,9(15 14 11 


To Balances on the 31st December 1874, viz-: 





53 

69 to 61 

Commutation money on credit, due by 
tlie Commissioners of Church Tempo- 
ralities in Ireland to the Representative 
Church Body - 

Advances due to the Commissioners foi 
the Reduction of the National Debt 


- 

- - - 

632,000 - - 
8,800,000 - 


£ 

1,929,727 5 

100,224 18 4 

7,949,748 16 - 

10,498,5)66 14 ll 


* This Balance of 7,796,7181. 3i. .3d. includes the aggregate amount of the fixed Instalments which will bocomo payable 


Irish Church Temporalities Commission,'! ^ j Phipps, 

26 March 1875- J , Accountant to the < om’missioners. 


Exchequer and Audit Department,'! 

31 May 1875. j 


I certify that this Account has been examined under my directions, and, 

Examined, 

-R, J. Williams. 
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in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, for the Year ended 3 1st December 1874 — continued. 


Cr. 


Section of 
Principal Act 

Act of 1872. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Cash Transactions 
of the Year. 

Stock Account. 

Mortgage 
Accounts, (See. 

Liabilites. 

National Debt 
Commissioners and 
Commutations. 

32, and 7, 
1872. 

Brought forward - - - 

By Loan Account ; Tithe Rcntcharge : 

Fixed annual instalments discharged in 
cash, per contra ----- 

£. s. d. 

1,839,675 3 1 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 
141,743 18 9 

£. s. d 
9,898,965 14 11 

52 

By Mortgage Account ; Landed Property, 
&c. : 

Mortgage moneys discharged in cash, per 
contra - - - 

Fixed half-yearly instalments - ditto - 


: 

1,174 16 8 
9,532 17 11 

- 

31 

By Mortgage Account ; Converted Leaseholds 
(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 155) : 

Mortgage money discharged in cash, per 
contra ------ 



1,522 4 10 



11 

By Glebe House Advances ; late Board of 
First Fruits (Acts 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, S. 68, 
and 1 & 2 Viet. c. 109, s. 48) : 

For amount discharged in cash, per contra 
For amount discharged on death of in- 
cumbents ------ 

- - - 

- 

25 11 3 
16 8 - 

- 

11 

By Glebe House Mortgages (Acts 23 & 24 
Viet. c. 150, 8. 30, and 14 & 16 Viet. c. 73, 
s.20): 

Mortgage moneys, discharged in cash, 
per contra ------ 



19 16 4 


70 

By Chapels of Ease, Repair Fund 

273 16 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

By Property and Income Tax (Act 16 & 17 
Viet. c. 34, s. 5) : 

Schedules A. and C. - - - - 

Schedule E. - 

6,922 9 1 
181 6 6 

- 

- 

= 

- 

By Cash : 

For stock sold for 169,714 1. 11 s. 2d., per 
contra ------ 


131,563 1 11 

_ 

- 

69 to 01 

By Cash : 

For Loan from the Commissioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt, debited 
per contra ------ 




600,000 - - 


£. 

1,846,962 16 5 

131,553 1 11 

154,036 12 9 

10,498,965 14 11 

36 

By Balances on the 31st December 1874 

82,774 10 2 

64,671 16 6 

*7,795,713 3 3 



£. 

1,929,727 6 7 

196,224 18 4 

7,949,748 16 - 

10,498,965 14 11 


(in the manner of a terminable annuity) in redemption of purchase money, with interest for the entire period of each debt. 


Monck, "1 Commissioners of Church 

James A. Lawson, J Temporalities in Ireland. 

subject to the observations contained in the foregoing Report, is correct. 

Win. Dunbar, 

Comptroller General of Her Majesty’s Exchequer, 
and Auditor General of Public Accounts. 


| 252. E 4 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES, IRELAND. 


Appendix (B.) 

BONDS AND OTHER SECURITIES. CHURCH WORKS. 


STATEMENT showing tlie Amount due to the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, in 
respect of Bonds and other Securities which had been given to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, as 
security for the due performance of certain Church Works. 


£. s. d. 

Balance due on tlie 31st December 1874 ----- 3,127 3 1 


Appendix (C.) 

STATEMENT showing the Moneys raised on Debentures Issued by the Commissioners of Church 
Temporalities in Ireland, under the Borrowing Powers (Sections 59 to 64=) of "The Irish Church Act, 1869." 


No. of 
Debenture. 


To 5 
To 30 
To 55 
To 82 
To 88 


By whom Advanced. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 
I 1874 


I The Commission- 
ers for the Re- 
duction of the 
National Debt. 


Within what 
Period 
repayable. 


15 years - 
10 years - 
10 years - 
15 years - 
17 years - 


3j per cent. 


3J per cent. 


Dates on which 
Intorest is payable. 


30 June and 31 Dec, 


Tho Treasury - 


600,000 
| 2,500,000 
2,500)000 
2,700,000 
000,000 

I 8,800,000 
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Appendix (D.) 

Balances at the Commencement and Close of the Year 1874. 


I.— Available Balances. 

II. — Unavailable Balances (Collectible in future Years). 
III. — Liabilities. 


1st January 1874. 

ACCOUNT. 

31st Decembor 1874. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

£. s. d. 

£. 

■V. d. 

I. — Available Balances. 

£. 4. 

d. 

£. s. d. 

212,935 16 9 

- 

- 

Cash, Sub-Accountants, &c. - 

82,774 10 

2 

- 

256,387 16 8 

- - 

■{. 

Sterling value of l Sterling value of 

£.181,112.10. 11. J S “ cl ‘ XX. 64,671. 16. S. 

} 00,725 17 

- 

— 




Collection Account, No. 2. 




236,415 14 8 

- 

■ 

Tithe reutchavge, rents, &c. (col- 
lectible arrears). 

• 218,005 18 

2 

— 

478 2 9 

■ - 

- 

Rents, mensal glebes (collectible 
arrears). 

424 17 

2 

- 

3,127 3 1 

- 

■ 

Bonds and other securities, church 

3,127 3 

1 

- 

709,344 13 11 


- Total Available Balances - 

396,148 6 

7 

- 

6,087,207 3 2 



II. — Unavailable Balances 

(Collectible in future Years). 

Collection Account, No. 1 : 
Mortgage moneys, &c. outstanding 

7,794,714 - 

2 

— 

6,087,207 3 2 

- 

- Total Unavailable Balances - 

7,794,714 - 

2 

- 




III. — Li A BIL1TIES . 




— 

1,698,965 

14 11 

Commutation money on credit due 
to the Representative Church 
Body. 



632,000 - - 

- 

8,200,000 

- - 

Advances due to the Commissioners 
for the Reduction of the National 
Debt. 

- 

- 

8,800,000 - - 

- 

9,898,965. 

14 11 

- Total Liabilities - 

- - - 

9,432,000 - - 


2.52. 
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ACCOUNTS OP THE COMMISSIONERS OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES, IRELAND. 


ACCOUNT of tlie Heceipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and ol the He venues derived from all 
any other Funds under their Control and Management, under the Provisions of “ The Irish Church 
1869 (the Commencement of the Commission) to 31st December 1874. 


Dr. 


Suction of 
Principal Act 
and 

Aetofl 872. 

It E C E I 1* T. 

Cash Transactions 
of the Period. 

ritock Account. 

Mortgage 
Ari'.ouuiK, he. 

Liabilities. 

National Debt 
('mmninni<mers ami 
Commutations. 



£. 8. <1. 

£. 8. <1. 

£. s. cl. 

£. s. cl. 

30 

To Balances on the 2Gth July 1000 

19,770 1 3 

31 5,41 « 7 2 

'.)!), Uli5 15 7 

~ 

32,and7,1072 

To Sales of Property : 






Tithe ltcntcharge ----- 

283,471 0 - 

- 

.1,190, 073 8 2 

~ 

:!4, 52, anil 54 

Lands, See. : 






1. Perpetuity rents - - - - 

100,044 - 1 j 


58,(132 14 !) j 

— 


2. Renewable leaseholds - 

13,240 13 4 

— 

— 

— 


3. Yearly and other tenures 

209,045 9 3 


301,452 9 2 i 

- 


4. Rights to mines and quarries 

411!) 10 - 

- 

— 


27,20, and 52 

Kcclesiastieal Residences and Lands : 






See Houses and Lands - 

22,501 0 9 

- 

9,000 - - 

- 


Other residences and lands 

101,828 18 2 

- 

17,631 9 2 

- 


To Conversion of Renewable Leaseholds into 






Perpetuities (Act 3 &. 4 Will. 4, c. 37, 






s. 145 and 165) - 

110,942 9 11 


! 191,735 11 11 


53 

To Commutation of Annuities : 






Amount on credit, per contra, discharged 






in cash by payment to the representa- 






tive church body - 




5,500,053 17 5 


Carried forward - - - £. 

1,047,348 - 9 

313,410 7 2 

3,874,891 8 9 

5,500,653 17 


■ 

V 
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Property, ' 
Act, 1869,” 

Real and Personal, vested in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, or of 
and “The Irish Church Act, 1869, Amendment Act, 1872,” for the Period from 26th July 





Or. 

Section of 
Principal Act 
and 

Act of 1872. 

c 

expenditure. 

lasli Transactions 
of the Period. 

Mortgage 

Stock Account 

Accounts, &c. C 

Liabilities. 

National Dote 
lommissionera aucl 
Commutations. 

I 

14 

15 

15 

16 
16 
17 
45 
45 
45 

5 y Compensations, Annuities, Gratuities, &c. : 
For life annuities to archbishops, bishops, 
and incumbents - 

For life annuities to permanent curates - 
For gratuities "to curates not entitled to 
compensation as permanent curates _ - 
For life annuities to diocesan and district 
schoolmasters - 

For life annuities to clerks, sextons, and 
others holding freehold offices 
For gratuities to certain persons not en- 
titled to compensation - 
For life annuities to vicars general and 
other officers, for loss of fees, &c. - 
For compensation to deputy registrars and 
others, for loss of office - 

For compensation to vicars general, &e., 
for loss of fees ----- 

£. s. d. 

442,304 10 4 
89,405 19 11 

35,400 - - 
3,576 16 8 
46,246 3 - 
4,625 10 - 
19,201 15 7 
3,270 13 4 
2,112 17 6 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

£. ». d. 

23 

By Commutation of Annuities, &c. : 

Of Archbishops, Bishops, and Incumbents: 
Commutation money - 

Bonus (12 per cent, added) 

840,039 15 1 
106,307 8 6 


4,354,685 11 4 
514,190 14 » 

23 

Of Permanent Curates : 

Commutation money - 

Bonus (12 per cent, added) 

416,483 15 11 
60,520 7 7 

: : : : : 

1,129,096 1 1 
134,081 10 - 

3, 1872 
16 

4, 1872 

4, 1872 

Of diocesan schoolmasters - 

Of clerics, sextons, and others - - - 

Of vicars general and other officers - 
Of annuitants under 44th section - 

15,714 19 0 
370,565 14 4 
1 68,419 4 4 

28,246 19 1 

1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 

-i 1 1 1 

53 

Commutations on Credit : 

Instalments paid to the representative 
church body - - - - - 

Interest on ditto - 

5,500,653 17 2 
244,101 18 3 

! 1 
1 1 

- 

24, and 6,1875 
50 
G6 

By Building Charges : 

In cases of commuted annuity 
In cases of non-commuted annuity - 
In cases of vacant benefices - 

197,971 9 11 
8,413 1 5 
20,729 9 2 

1 1 1 
1 1 ! 

- 

18 

By Compensation to Lay Patrons - - - 

700,639 11 6 

- - 

— 

20 

By Private Endowments (paid over to the 
Representative Church Body) - - - 

600,000 - - 

- 

- 

46 

By Compensation to the Chancellor and Pre- 
bendaries of Christ Church, Dublin, &c. 

23,715 5 3 

! 

- 

25 

By National Monuments, Maintenance - 

22,554 - - 

- “ 


33, and 8,187 

2 By Leases of Tithe-Rentcharge, Purchase of ■ 

59,196 13 4 



11 and 12 

By Charges and Incumbrances affecting Pro 
perty -------- 

96,427 7 f 

> 

- 

66 

By Payments to Persons appointed to Eccle 
siastical Offices, between 26th July 1869 ant 
1st January 1871 - 

1 

18,548 4 : 

L — 1 - 

- 


Carried forward - - - £ 

. 9,936,543 8 

1 - - I - - ' 

6.132,653 17 2 

' 1 r 
252 . U 
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Account of tho Receipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and of llie Revenues derived from all Property vested 


Liabilities. 

Cash Tmiwuctimw Mnrlgngu 

C E I P T. Stock Account. National Debt 

of tlio Period. AitouuIn, &e. Commissioners and 

< 'onnnntationH. 

.45. s. (I, A*. x. 1 1 . I .v. d. .t‘. 8, d. 

Brought forward - - - 1,047,34 k - !> .'1151,410 7 2 j :j,874,89l » i) fi,r»OO,0C3 17 2 


To Rents, &c.: 

Tithe Rentcharge - 


- 1,103,330 10 7 


1 . Perpetuity rents - 342,91 6 1 !) 

2 Renewable leaseholds (including 

Fines), and other tenures - - 388,203 8 1 

3. Mineral rents and royalties - - 4,707 10 - 


I To Proportionate Amount of Charges (Drain- 
age and Improvement Loans ; Rents, Rates, ' 

Taxes, &c.) repaid by the Clergy - - 7,791 18 0 


11 and 12 To Dividends and Interest of Money : 

On New Three Per Cent. Annuities - jj 577 ] jq 
O n ThreePerCcnt. Consolidated Annuities 3*145 3 3 

On Three Per Cent. Reduced Annuities ’494 13 3 

On Bank of Ireland Stock - 13 185 13 - 

On mortgages — landed property, &c. - 5*771 '9 7 

33, 1872 On mortgages — converted leaseholds - ls'flOl 8 11 

On Glebe-house mortgages - - - 5*304 17 5 

On other moneys ----- 3*GD0 2 3 


To Charge on the See of Armagh (Act 3 & 4 
Will. 4, c. 37, 8. 54) 


To Charge on the See of Derry (Act 0 & 4 
Will. 4, c. 37, s. 54) 


To Private Subscriptions : 

For building churches - 
For enlarging churches - 
For repair of churches - 

To Ecclesiastical Tax (Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 37) 


3,GG(» 18 - 
502 2 - 
6,092 2 3 


— To Miscellaneous Receipts 


Carried forward - - - £, j 3,178,180 4 2 1 313,410 7 2 | 3,874,891 8 9 j 5,500,653 17 2 
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in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, from 26th July 1869 to 31st December 1874 — continued. 


Or. 


Section of 
Principal Act 

Act of 1872. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Cash Transactions 
of the I’eriod. 

Stock Account. 

Mortgage 
Accounts, &c. 

Liabilities. 

National Debt 
Commissioners and 
Commutations. 


Brought forward - - - £. 

£. s. d. 

9,935,643 8 1 

£. s. d. 

£. *. d. 

£■ s. d. 

38 

By Rcgium Donum : 

Compensation on discontinuance of the 
Parliamentary Grant, viz. : 

Life Annuities : 

For payments to Non-con forming 
ministers and their assistant 
successors - 

Commutation of Annuities : 

For Payments to Trustees : 
Commutation money 

44,364 10 9 
549,580 4 - 

- 

- 



Bonus (12 per cent, added) - 

65,700 10 2 





40 

Widow and Orphan Fund, Synod of 
Ulster ------ 

Other Widows’ Funds - 

6,124 - - 
19,955 18 3 

- 

- 

_ 


Ministers’ Paymentsto Widows’ Funds 

18,900 8 2 





40 

Clerks of the Synod - 

2,131 19 4 

— 

__ 


40 

General Assembly^ College at Belfast : 
For Payments to Trustees : 

In respect of salaries 
In res] lect of buildings - 

24,671 3 3 
15,104 15 11 

- 

_ 


40 

Non-subscribing Associations of Pres- 
byterians : 

For payments to Trustees - 

4,200 - - 




40 

By College of Maynooth : 

For payment to Trustees on the discon- 
tinuance of Parliamentary Grant - 

372,331 - C 




34 

By Expenses attendant on Sales of Property 

133 11 7 

— 

— 


11 and 12 

By Rent Abatements, &c . : 

From Tithe Rentcharge : 

Poor rate ----- 

72,278 1 7 





From Lands: 

Poor rate ----- 

17,329 4 1 

_ 




Repayments and remissions 

30 10 11 

— 

— 

— 

55 

By Proportion of Income paid over to. the 
Clergy 

100,330 15 10 

- 

— 

_ 

11 and 12 

By Allowances to Tenants (Improvements, 
"Repairs, &c.) - - 

308 11 - 

- 

- 

_ 

11 and 12 

By Tithe Rentcharges paid - - - - 

1,008 18 11 

— 

— 

— 

11 and 12 

By Quit and Crown Rents paid - - - 

2,311 <! 10 

— 

— 

— 

11 and 12 

By Rates, Taxes, See. - 

3,245 15 5 

— 

— 

— 

- 

By Refund to the Clergy of Poor Rate in 
"respect of Tithe Rentcharge, See. 

4,523 2 4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

48 

By Expenditure under 48th Section of “The 
Irish Church Act, 186!) ” : 

For building churches - 

77,203 12 3 





For enlarging churches - 

15,060 7 3 

— 

— 

— 

49 

By expenditure under 49th Section of “ The 
Irish Church Act, 1809 ” : 

For repair of churches - - - - 

70,194 3 (i 





For church requisites - - - - 

18,830 12 6 





For salaries of clerks, sextons, &c. 

45,913 14 - 

— 

— 

— 

11 

By Stipends and other Payments for which the 
late Ecclesiastical Commissioners were liable : 
For stipends to Dublin curates (Act 3 & 
4 Will. 4. c. 37) 

'3,850 - 3 





For stipends to vicars choral and curates 
of suspended benefiees, &c. 

8,542 0 - 



_ 

_ 


For stipends to incumbents of Tullow 
and Kill parishes - 

300 - - 

_ 

_ 



For stipends in augmentation of small 
benefices ------ 

14,952 1 - 





For salaries of diocesan schoolmasters - 

029 0 - 

— 

— 

— 


For ministers’ money (Acts 20 & 21 
Viet c. 8, and 17 Viet. c. 1 1 ) 

19,036 17 4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

11 

By Superannuation- Allowances' (granted 
prior to 27th July 1869) - - - - 

1,010 3 6 



— 

_ 


By Miscellaneous Payments - - - - 

16,115 7 10 

— 

- " 

- 


Carried forw ard - - £. 

11,557,555 8 4 

- 

- 

6,132,653 17 2 
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Account of the Receipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and of the Uiwcuui-h derived from all Property vented 


Dr. 


Soction of \ 

. .. - 

1 



l.iuliilllioH. 


3nsli Transactions 


Miirtgngo 



Principal Act 1 



Stock Account. 


Nidi mini 1)|.|,| 

and | 


ol tlio Period. 


Accounts, Ac. 


Act of 1872. I 

1 




CiiiniiiutatiouB. 



£. *. d. 

X. a. < l . 

X. t. d. 

X. «. d. 


Brought forward - - - 

3,1711,180 4 2 

813,410 7 2 

3,874,81)1 « SI 

6,600,063 17 2 


To Deposit Account : Perpetuity Sales, &e. 






(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 144) 

071 - - 

_ 

_ 

- 

■32 

To Loan Account— Tithe Rentcharge : 






Fixed annual instalments ... 

283,021 4 '.) 





Interest prospectively receivable in respect 
of fixed annual instalments - 


4,126,221 0 S) 

_ 



52 

To Mortgage Account— Landed Property, &c. : 






Mortgage moneys - 
Fixed half-yearly instalments - 

1,501 1C 8 
16,010 8 1) 

__ 

__ 

_ 


Interest prospectively receivable in respect 
of fixed half-yearly instalments - 


— 








31 

To Mortgage Account— Converted Leaseholds 






(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 166) : 






Mortgage Moneys- - 

14,332 12 11 

— 

_ 


11 

To Glebe House Advances, late Board of 






First Fruits (Acts 3 & 4 Will: 4. c. 37, s. 58 
and 1 & 2 Viet. c. 100, s. 48) : ’ 






Instalments 

11,080 16 6 


~ 



Carried forward - - - £. 

3,600,504 2 8 

313,410 7 2 

8,181,300 13 8 

6,600,063 17 2 
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in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, from 2Gth July 1869 to 31st December 1874 — continued 


Cr. 


Section ol' 
Principal Act 
and 

Act of 1672. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Josh Transactions 
of the Period. 

Stock Acconnt. 

Mortgage 
Accounts, Ac. 

Liabilities. 
National Debt 


1 




Commetations. 



£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£. S. d. 



Brought forward - - - 

11,567,655 8 4 

- 

- 

0,132,053 17 2 

5&C 

By Expenses of the Commission : 






Establishment : 






Salaries ------ 

87,569 18 7 






Allowances to Clerks for extra duty 

8,237 9 7 






Travelling expenses - 

3,071 18 6 

— 





Rent, rates, taxes, &c. - 

1,773 3 11 






Repairs, &c. ----- 

1,471 1C 9 







Fuel and light ----- 

580 7 2 

— 





Stationery and printing - 

6,619 17 8 
3,476 8 - 

— 





Postage ------ 







Incidental expenses - 
Legal Branch : 

10,768 15 8 

~ 


- 


Salary of solicitor - 

7,145 11 4 

— 





Incidental expenses - • - 

3,824 3 3 

— 

— 

- 


Architects and Surveyors’ Branch : 






Salaries ------ 

4,409 15 4 

— 





Travelling expenses - 

1,808 14 9 

— 





Surveys and valuations ... 

Incidental expenses (including allow- 

4,474 6 7 



- 


ances for stationery) - 

90 19 10 

— 

— 

— 


Receivers and Collectors : 






Commission, &c. ----- 

1,223 5 3 

— 





Incidental expenses - 

65 7 - 

— 

— 

— 


Audit of Accounts : 





37 

Cost of Audit ----- 

6,250 7 4 

— 

— 

— 


By Compensation and Superannuation Allow- 






ances of the Commissioners and Officers of 
the late Ecclesiastical Commission - 

17,258 1 - 

- 

- 

_ 

59 to Cl 

By Interest and Charges on Loans : 






Interest of advances from National Debt 






Commissioners - 

775,353 16 - 

— 

— 



Stamp duty on debentures - - - 

Charge for remittances from England to 

11,125 - - 

— 

_ 



Ireland ------ 

4,400 - - 

— 

— 

— 

7 & 10, 1872 

By Stamp Duty on Merging Orders, ivc. 

14,894 10 3 

- 


- 


By Deposit Account : Perpetuity Sales, &c. 






(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 114) 


— 



32, & 7, 1872 

By Loan Aeeount — Tithe Renteharge : 






Fixed annual instalments discharged in 



283,921 4 9 



cash, per contra ----- 

• 

- 


52 

By Mortgage Account— -Landed Property, &c. : 






Mortgage moneys discharged in cash, per 

- . 

. 

1,591 16 8 



Fixed half yearly instalments, in cash, 
per contra ------ 

- 

- 

15,916 8 9 

- 

31 

By M ortgage Account— Converted Leaseholds 






(Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, s. 155) : 






Mortgage money discharged in cash, per 
contra ------ 


- 

14,332 12 11 

- 

11 

Bv Glebe House Advances, late Board of 





First Fruits (Acts 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 87 , s. 58, 
and 1 & 2 Viet. c. 109, s. 48) : 







For amount discharged in cash, per contra 

. 


11,980 15 5 

— 


For amount discharged on commutation - 






For amount discharged on death of incum- 
bents ------- 

For repayment of sums oyercredited in 

- - - 

- - ■ 

1,014 9 1 

- 


the accounts of the late commission 






Carried forward - - - 

12,534,769 19 8 

' 

336,875 13 10 

6,132,653 17 
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Account of the Receipt and Expenditure of the Capital, and of tlio Revenues derived from all Property vested 

Dr. 


Section of 
Principal Act 

Act of 1872. 

RECEIPT. 

Cush Transactions 
of tlio Period. 

Stuck Account. 

Mm-lgugo 
Accounts, Ste. 

Inabilities. 

National Debt 
Cominihsionui'H and 

Commutations. 

11 

Brought forward - - - £. 
To Glehc House Mortgages (Acts 23 & 24 Viet, 
c. 150, s. 30, and 14 & 15 Viet. c. 73, s. 20) : 
Mortgage Moneys : 

Advanced in cash, per contra - 
Instalments - 

Returned by mortgagors .... 

X, s. <1. 

3,500,594 2 (I 

5,507 12 10 
450 (i 1 

X. x. <1. 
313,410 7 2 

X. s. < l . 
8,181,309 13 8 

3,023 1 0 

A'- s. d. 

5,500,053 17 2 

29 

To Primate Boulter’s Fund - 

9,710 15 5 


_ 


SO 

To Primate Robinson’s Fund 

29 11 4 

— 

- 

- 

20 

To Bishop Gore’s Fund - 

710 11 11 

. - 

- 

- 

29 

To Endowment Fund ----- 

101 12 « 

- 

- 

- 

70 

To Chapels of Ease ; Repair Fund 

29 13 10 

- 

- 

- 


To Property and Income Tax (Act 1G & 17 
Viet. c. 34, s. 6) : 

Schedules A mid C. - - - - 

Schedule E. - - - - - 

28,701 fl 3 
1,275 10 - 

- 

- 

- 

12 

To Stock vested in and transferred to the 
Credit of the Commissioners - 

- 

43,986 6 0 

_ • 

_ 

3G 

To Cash : 

For Stock purchased for 232,595 1. 5 s., 
per contra 


254,508 1C 10 



" 

To Securities sold : 

i\ 647,232. 13. 1. Stock sold, per contra • 

550,903 - 9 

— 

- 

— 

59 to G1 

To the Commissioners for the Reduction of 
the National Debt ; Advances for tlio 
purposes of the Act, 32 & 33 Viet, c. 42 

8,800,000 - - 

- 

- 

- 


£. 

12,004,200 3 'J 

011,904 !) 0 

8,18-1,392 15 5 

5,600,053 17 2 

S3 

50 to G1 

To Balances on the 31st December 1074, viz. : 
Commutation money on credit, due by 
the Commissioners of Church Tempo- 
ralities in Ireland to the Representative 
Church Body ----- 

Advances due to the Commissioners for 
the Reduction of the National Debt - 

- - - 

- 

- - ■ 

032,000 - - 
8,800,000 - - 


£. 

12,904,2G0 3 9 

011,004 9 G 

8,184,392 15 6 

14,932,063 17 2 


Balanco of 7,79^,713 1. .la. 3 d. includos tlio aggregate amount of tlio fixed Instalments which will bocome ray® 1110 


Irish Church Temporalities Commission,") 

25 March 1875. j A. J. Phipps, 

Accountant to the Commissioners. 
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in the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, from 26th July 1869 to 31st December 187 ^-continued. 


Section of 
Principal Act 
and 

Act of 1872. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Cash Transactions 
of the Period. 

Stock Account. 

Mortgage 
Accounts, &c. 

Liabilities. 

National Debt 
Commissioners and 
Commutations. 

11 

Brought forward - - - 
By Glebe House Mortgages (Acts 23 &24Vict. 
c. 150, s. 30, and 14 & 15 Viet. c. 73, s. 20; : 

£. s. d. 

12,034,769 19 0 

£. s. 

d. 

£• s. d. 

336,875 13 10 

£• s. d. 
6,132,653 17 2 


Mortgage Moneys : 







Advanced in cash - 
Discharged in cash, per contra 
Ditto - as irrecoverable - 
Ditto - on commutation - 
Ditto - on death of incumbents - 
Returned by mortgagors in cash, 
per contra - 

3,023 1 9 



5,567 12 10 
84 9 2 
43,336 12 - 
2,3G4 18 3 

450 6 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

29 

By Primate Boulter’s Fund - 

8,704 5 2 

~ 


- 

- 

29 

By Bishop Gore’s Fund - 

06 4 8 





29 

By Endowment Fund - 

2,777 7 9 

— 




70 

By Chapels of Ease ; Repair Fund 

574 2 2 

_ 





~ 

By Property and Income Tax (Act 16 & 17 
Viet. c. 34, s. 5) : 







Schedules A. and C. 

Schedule E. - - - - 

33,058 1G C 
1,275 10 - 

— 


- 

- 

7, 1872 

By Refund to Purchasers of Tithe Rentcharge 
in respect of Poor Rate - 

4,051 - 11 

- 


- 

_ 

36 

By Securities purchased : 







£. 204,508. 16. 10. Stock purchased, per 
contra ------ 

232,595 5 - 




_ 


- 

By Cash : 







For Stock sold for 050, 9G3 1 . - s. 0 d., per 
contra 

- 

547,232 13 

1 



59 to 61 

By Cash : 







For Loan from the Commissioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt, de- 
bited per contra ----- 

- 




8,800,000 - - 


By the Commissioners for the Reduction of 
the National Debt : 







For Advances repaid - 

- 

- 


- 

— 


.£. 

12,821,485 13 7 

547,232 13 

1 

388,079 12 2 

14,932,053 17 2 

36 

By Balances on the 31st December 1874 

82,774 10 2 

04,671 16 

5 

7,795,713 3 3 

• 

1 

£. 

12,904,200 3 9 J 

Gll,904 9 

G 

8,184,392 16 5 

14,932,653 17 2 


(» Ih. manner „( » tamm.bl, ln „ llh fc, tM1 „ „ f delt . 


Monde, "1 Commissioners of Church 
J. A. Lawson,} Temporalities in Ireland. 
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CHURCH TEMPORALITIES (IRELAND). 


REPORT of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General upon the Account of the Commis- 
sioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, 
for the Year ended 31st December 1874, together 
with the Account for the above Period, and 
that from 20 tli July 1S69 (the Commencement 
of the Commission) to 31st December 1874. 


{Presented pursuant to Act 32 Sf 33 Viet. c. 42, s, 37.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
9 June 1875 . 


[Price 7 d.~\ , 



Under 6 oz. 
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